










Get your Subscription to al-
Majdal Today! 

Al-Majdal is Badil's quarterly 
magazine, and an excellent source of 
information on key issues relating 
to the cause of Palestine in general, 
and Palestinian refugee rights in 
particular.

Credit Card holders can order 
al-Majdal, and all other Badil 
publications by visiting: 
http://www.badil.org/
publications 

Help spread the word, ask your 
library to subscribe to  
al-Majdal

About the meaning of al-Majdal

al-Majdal is an Aramaic word meaning 
fortress. The town was known as Majdal 
Jad during the Canaanite period for the god 
of luck. Located in the south of Palestine, 
al-Majdal was a thriving Palestinian city 
with some 11,496 residents on the eve of 
the 1948 Nakba. Majdalawis produced a 
wide variety of crops including oranges, 
grapes, olives and vegetables. Palestinian 
residents of the town owned 43,680 
dunums of land. The town itself was built 
on 1,346 dunums.

The town of al-Majdal suffered heavy 
air and sea attacks during the latter half 
of the 1948 war in Palestine. Israeli 
military operations (Operation Yoav, 
also known as “10 Plagues”) aimed 
to secure control over the south of 
Palestine and force out the predominant 
Palestinian population. By November 
1948, more than three-quarters of the 
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Strip. Israel subsequently approved 
the resettlement of 3,000 Jews in 
Palestinian refugee homes in the town. 
In late 1949 Israel began to drive out the 
remaining Palestinian population using 
a combination of military force and 
administrative measures. The process 
was completed by 1951. Israel continues 
to employ similar measures in the 1967 
occupied West Bank, including eastern 
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip.

Palestinian refugees from al-Majdal now 
number over 71,000 persons, and Israel 
has Hebraized the name of their town 
as “Ashkelon.” Like millions of other 
Palestinian refugees, Majdalawis are not 
allowed to return to their homes of origin. 
Israel opposes the return of the refugees 
due to their ethnic, national and religious 
origins. al-Majdal, BADIL’s quarterly 
magazine, reports about and promotes 
initiatives aimed at achieving durable 
solutions for Palestinian refugees and 
displaced persons based on international 
law and relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations.www.badil.org/al-majdal
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«Between ourselves it must be clear that there is no room for both peoples 
together in this country. We shall not achieve our goal if the Arabs are in 
this small country. There is no other way than to transfer the Arabs from 
here to neighboring countries - all of them. Not one village, not one tribe 
should be left.»

--Yosef Weitz Director of the Land and Afforestation Department of the
Jewish National Fund (1932-1972)


