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invasion, the departure of the PLO forces (14,000) to Tunisia, Libya, Sudan, Yemen and Syria, and the subsequent civil 
war.249 Since the 1980s, it is estimated that about 100,000 Palestinians have emigrated from Lebanon or sought protection 
from persecution in the Gulf countries and Northern Europe, mainly in Germany, Sweden and Denmark.250

Table 1.3 Refugee Camps Destroyed in Lebanon

Camp Land Area Population Year of Destruction

					             Official Camps

al-Nabatiya (South) 103,455 6,500 1974

Dhbaia (Beirut) 83,576 5,500 1975

Jisr al-Basha (Beirut) 22,000 3,000 1976

Al-Dekwana (Tel eZa'tar) (Beirut) 56,646 15,100 1976

Meih Meih (Sida) 54,040 4,500 1982

Naher el-Bared 31,400 2007

					            Unofficial Camps

al-Maslakh (Eastern Beirut) 1,250 1975

Burj Hammod (Eastern Beirut) 4,500 1976

Al-Naba’a (Eastern Beirut) 1,450 1976

Hursh Shatila (Western Beirut) 3,600 1985

Al-Hai al-Gharbi Shatila (Western Beirut) 1,450 1985

Al-Daouq (Western Beirut) 3,250 1985

					             Marginal Camps

Al-Shawakir (Sur) 82 1986

Ras al-Ein (Sur) 75 1986
Source: Ali Sha’aban, Hussein, Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon: From Hosting to Discrimination. Jerusalem: Passia, 2002. Some of the 
displaced refugees from Dhbaia camp who remained in Lebanon later returned to the camp during the mid-1990s, but most of the camp 
housing is occupied by other refugees, including displaced Lebanese and Palestinians. After 1982, some Palestinian refugees, especially from 
other areas, found shelter in Meih Meih camp. On Naher el-Bared (2007), see: “Internally displaced Persons from Nahr el Bared Camp 
as of 7 August 2007” UNRWA, august 2007 and “Nahr el-Bared Palestine Refugee Camp UNRWA Relief, Recovery and Reconstruction 
Framework 2008-2011”, UNRWA, May 2008. 

In Kuwait, during the 1991 Gulf War, most 
of the Palestinian population (350,000 
–400,000) was forced to leave the country 
as collective punishment for PLO support 
for Iraq. Most Palestinians in Kuwait were 
UNRWA-registered 1948 refugees with 
Jordanian passports or Egyptian travel 
documents. Palestinians were mainly 
displaced to Jordan (250,000–280,000) and 
Iraq (2,000). Those with residency status 
in the OPT (30,000–40,000) were able to 
return. The PLO estimated that only some 
27,000 Palestinians remained in Kuwait.251 

In 1994, Libya announced its intention to 
expel Palestinians (35,000) as an expression 

The destruction of Nahr el Bared refugee camp, Lebanon September 
2007 (© Photo courtesy of nahrelbared.net)
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of its dissatisfaction with the Oslo peace process. Measures taken by the Libyan government included non-
renewal of Palestinian residency permits and cancellation of valid ones. In September 1995, Libyan President 
Qaddafi expelled thousands of Palestinians from Libya on ships and trucks. Some were allowed entry into Jordan, 
the OPT, Syria and Lebanon, but many who had no valid travel documents were left stranded in extremely harsh 
conditions in the Saloum refugee camp on the border between Egypt and Libya. In January 1997, the Libyan 
parliament announced that Palestinians who had been stranded for 16 months at the Egyptian border could 
return to Libya.252 

In Iraq, the situation of Palestinian refugees has dramatically deteriorated since 2003 as a result of the U.S.-led 
war and occupation. Palestinian refugees are not only victims of the general violence, but are also persecuted 
on grounds of nationality. Persecution has taken the form of eviction from their homes, arbitrary detention, 
kidnapping, torture, rape, and extra-judicial killings. The U.S./U.K. forces and the Iraqi authorities are unable 
or unwilling to protect Palestinian refugees in Iraq. Of a population estimated at 34,000 persons in 2003, over 
15,000 have left Iraq. The whereabouts and legal status of those who have fled remain largely unknown to UN 
agencies because of the difficulties of working in Iraq, as well as financial constraints. Some Palestinian refugees 
have been reported by UNHCR offices in locations as far a field as India and Thailand. 

A leaflet distributed to the Palestinian community in Iraq, warning them of collective 
liquidation unless they leave their neighborhood. [Translation: “In the name of God the 
most Compassionate the most Merciful. Warning, warning warning. To the traitorous 
Palestinians cooperating with the Wahabi Takfiris , the Nawaseb, and Baathist Saddamists, 
particularly the residents of the Dur aShu’oun district. We warn that we will kill you all if 
you do not completely flee the area within ten days. You have been warned. The Day 
of Judgment Brigades” 

Palestinian refugees from Iraq at Al Tanf, no man’s land between Syria and Iraq. March 2007 

(© UNHCR)
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Palestinians fleeing the violence of Iraq were denied entry to Syria and Jordan, except for a small group placed in 
Al Hol camp (340 people) just inside the Syrian border. A second group of 940 refugees ended up in a camp in the 
seven kilometer long no-man’s-land between Syria and Iraq at al Tanf, while a third group of 1,750 was blocked 
from entering this zone and were placed in a camp at Al Waleed, on the Iraqi side of the border.253 By 2008, more 
than 2,600 Palestinian refugees from Iraq were still stranded in these camps. Another 4,000 are believed to be 
living in Damascus illegally after entering the country using forged passports.254 

In April 2008, the Chilean government began resettling 116 Palestinians from the al Tanf camp.255 In 2008 the 
PLO also reached a tri-partite humanitarian relocation agreement with UNHCR and the Sudanese government 
as a temporary solution for the plight of Palestinians in the camps of al Tanf and al Waleed. The agreement is yet 
to be implemented. In July 2009, the U.S. State Department confirmed that it would resettle 1,350 Palestinian 
refugees from Iraq to begin that fall.256 About 10,000 Palestinian refugees, mainly the most vulnerable who 
are unable to flee, are believed to have remained in Baghdad. Other Palestinian refugees fleeing Iraq have been 
resettled in Iceland and Sweden.  

Israel’s war with Lebanon in the summer of 2006 (12 July - 14 August) led to inflows and outflows of displaced 
persons from Palestinian refugee camps. Although the camps were not generally directly targeted, on many 
occasions bombing and shelling took place in the immediate vicinity of the camps.257 Moreover, as many as 
25,000 Palestinian refugees residing outside the camps in the southern villages near the Israeli border faced the 
same conditions as the Lebanese population.258 Around 16,000 Palestinian refugees were displaced both within 
Lebanon and to neighboring countries.259 The Palestinian refugee camps of Rashidieh, al-Buss, Burj al-Shamali, 
Mieh Mieh, and Ein el-Hilweh hosted internally displaced Lebanese and Palestinians.260 The majority of these 
IDPs returned to their homes after the end of hostilities. The war exacerbated the vulnerability of Palestinian 
refugees.261 

Between May and September 2007, the Nahr el Bared refugee camp in northern Lebanon was destroyed displacing 
some 31,400 Palestinian refugees.262 105 days of fighting between the fundamentalist Fateh al Islam group and 
the Lebanese army leveled most of the camp, including entire residential blocks, commercial properties, mosques, 
UNRWA facilities, water reservoirs, sewage and electricity networks, roads and telephone lines. The majority of 
families fleeing the conflict sought refuge in and around the Beddawi refugee camp on the outskirts of Tripoli, 
nearly doubling this camp’s population overnight.263 Nearly 1,000 families were scattered elsewhere throughout 
Lebanon.264

The destruction of the camp on the 60th year of the Nakba engendered comparisons amongst the refugee 
population that it had experienced a “second Nakba” losing everything their families had worked for over six 
decades.265 UNRWA rebuilding efforts are expected to be complete by mid-2011.
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Appendix 1.1: Notes for Table 1.1

Estimated Number of Palestinians Displaced, by Period of Displacement

Provided below is a selection of prominent data and sources illustrating forced displacement at the time it occurred. 
Updated statistical estimates of the current scope of forced displacement and the size of specific groups and categories of 
forcibly displaced Palestinians are provided in Appendix 2.1.

The British Mandate (1922–1947) 

The estimate (100,000 – 150,000) for the number of Palestinians displaced between 1922 and 1947 is based on 
British archival data and academic studies on deportation, denationalization, forced evictions, and punitive house 
demolitions. 

More than 40,000 Palestinians fled the country as a result of British measures to quell the “Great Revolt” during 
the 1930s. Gabbay, Rony, A Political Study of the Arab-Jewish Conflict: The Arab Refugee Problem (A Case 
Study), Geneva: Librairie E. Droz, and Paris, Librairie Minard, 1959

An estimated 54,000 Palestinians were denationalized under the 1925 Palestine Citizenship Order. Palestine 
Royal Commission Report, Cmd. 5479. London: HMSO, 1937 

The British administration destroyed some 5,000 Palestinian homes during the “Great Revolt.” The total number 
of persons affected (30,000) is based on an average of six persons per dwelling. See al-Ruday’i, Yusef Rajab, 
Thawrat 1936 fi Filastin: Dirasa ‘Askariyya. [The 1936 Arab Revolt in Palestine: A Military Study] [Arabic]. 
Beirut: Institute for Palestine Studies, 1983. 

Between 1939 and 1945, 1,062 Palestinian tenant households in 48 localities were evicted from lands bought by 
Jews. See Kamen, Charles, Little Common Ground: Arab Agriculture and Jewish Settlement in Palestine 1920–1948. 
Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1991, p. 191.

As many as 70 Palestinian rural villages disappeared. Kanaana, Sharif, Still on Vacation, Jerusalem International 
Center for Palestinian Studies, 1992, p. 96.  

The Nakba (1947–1949)

Estimates for the total number of Palestinians displaced in this period (750,000 – 900,000) are derived largely from 
United Nations estimates, as well as several academic studies. 

Final Report of the United Nations Survey Mission for the Middle East (Part I). UN Doc. A/AC.25/6, cites a 
figure of 750,000 refugees. The total number of refugees rises to around 900,000 if the number of persons who 
lost their livelihood but not their homes is added. This includes approximately 100 “border” villages where the 
1949 armistice lines separated villagers from their lands. The British Foreign Office estimated the total number of 
refugees to be 810,000 in February 1949, subsequently issuing revised estimates in September 1949 of 600,000 
(Foreign Office Research Department) and 760,000 (UNCCP Technical Office). 

Israel estimated the total number of Palestinian refugees to be 530,000 as of 1949. This estimate was based 
on the difference between the total number of non-Jewish inhabitants in the area of Palestine that became the 
state of Israel at the end of 1947 (with a deduction of 6%, based on the assumption that Mandate population 
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statistics for Palestinian Arabs were exaggerated) and the number of Palestinians that remained inside Israel 
after the 1948 war. This estimate did not include the estimated 30–40,000 refugees who “infiltrated” the 
state (i.e., returned spontaneously) – even though they might have remained internally displaced – since 
November 1948. See ISA FM2444/19, Dr H. Meyuzam, to Asher Goren, the Political Department of the 
Foreign Ministry, 2 June 1949. In a private letter, however, then Director General of the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry, Walter Eytan, noted that UNRWA registration numbers, which were substantially higher than 
the Israeli estimate, were “meticulous” and that the “real number was close to 800,000.” See CZA A340/24, 
Etyan to Daniel Sirkis (Hatzofe), 10 November 1950. According to Israeli officials, “if people … became 
accustomed to the large figure and we are actually obliged to accept the return of the refugees, we may find 
it difficult, when faced with hordes of claimants, to convince the world that not all of these formerly lived in 
Israeli territory…. It would, in any event, seem desirable to minimize the numbers….” See ISA FM 2564/22, 
Arthur Lourie to Eytan, cited in Morris, Benny, The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem 1947–1949. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987. The British Foreign Office considered the Israeli estimate low 
due to the fact that it did not account for natural increases in the population since 31 December 1947; neither 
did it include displaced Bedouins who had become refugees. Moreover, the Foreign Office did not agree with 
Israel’s assertion that Mandate population figures for Palestinian Arabs were exaggerated and should therefore 
be reduced by 6%. (See below) See PRO FO371-75436 E10083/1821/31, Foreign Office to UK Delegation 
to the United Nations (New York), 2 September 1949. 

The United States estimated the total refugee population at 875,000 as of 1953. See “The Problem of Arab 
Refugees from Palestine,” US Government Report of the Subcommittee on the Near East and Africa, 24 
July 1953. 
 
Included among the above are an estimated 30,000 Palestinians who fled Palestine immediately after the 
UN recommended partitioning the country in November 1947. See Childers, Erksine B, “The Wordless 
Wish: From Citizens to Refugees,” The Transformation of Palestine. Abu Lughod, Ibrahim (ed.), Evanston, 
Illinois: Northwestern University Press, 1971, p. 181.

Had no displacement taken place, between 494,000 to 508,000 Palestinian Arabs would have been living 
inside the armistice lines in Arab-held territory, with 890,000 to 904,000 living in territory held by Israel. 
According to the Israeli census of November 1948, there were between 120,000 and 130,000 non-Jews in 
Israel, including 66,000 Bedouins, leaving a population of displaced persons of about 770,000 to 780,000. 
See Abu-Lughod, Janet, “The Demographic Transformation of Palestine,” The Transformation of Palestine. 
Abu-Lughod, Ibrahim (ed.), Evanston, Illinois: Northwestern University Press, 1971. 

The number of displaced/expelled Palestinians is calculated based on the population of 531 depopulated 
Palestinian localities in Village Statistics 1944, prepared by the British Mandate and updated to 1948 
based on an average annual population increase of 3.8%, compared to the number of Palestinian Arabs 
remaining in Israel (according to various Israeli and other sources). The population of the Bir Saba’ District 
was estimated from Arif al-Arif, Bedouin Law [Arabic], Jerusalem Press, 1933; and S.W. Dajani, “The 
Enumeration of the Beer Sheba Bedouins in May 1946,” Population Studies 3, 1947, and correlated with 
other sources. The total number of Palestinian refugees at this point was 804,767. However, if the extra 
villages registered with UNRWA at the time are included, the total number of refugees rises to 935,573. 
These additional villages include those whose land was taken over by Israel in 1948, while the village houses 
themselves remained in the West Bank and Gaza Strip; Jewish villages or lands in which refugees used to 
live and work; Palestinian Arab villages which remained in Israel, while some of their inhabitants became 
refugees; and villages or sites which were satellites of or extensions to listed villages. See Abu Sitta, Salman, 
The Palestinian Nakba 1948: The Register of Depopulated Localities in Palestine. London: The Palestinian 
Return Centre, 1998 and 2001. 



36

Survey of Palestinian Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (2008-2009) HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CAUSES OF PALESTINIAN DISPLACEMENT HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CAUSES OF PALESTINIAN DISPLACEMENT 

Israel’s Military Government (1949–1966)

The estimate for the total number of Palestinians displaced (35,000 – 45,000) between 1949 and 1966 is based on 
academic studies which rely primarily on Israeli archival documents. 

According to UN observers, some 7,000 Palestinians residing west of the southern armistice line near the 
Palestinian village of Dura were expelled from Israeli-held territory in March 1949. The Israel Foreign Ministry 
reported that some 17,000 Bedouin from the Naqab were expelled between 1949 and 1953. On 31 May 1950, 
the Israeli army transported 120 Palestinians in two crowded trucks to the edge of Wadi Araba on the Israeli-
Jordanian frontier, and forced them across the border by firing shots over their heads. In November 1949, some 
500 Bedouin families (2,000 persons) from the Beersheba area were forced across the border into the West Bank. 
In May 1950, 700–1,000 persons of the ‘Azazmeh or Jahalin tribes were expelled to Jordan. On 2 September 
1950, the Israeli army rounded up hundreds of ‘Azazmeh tribesmen (4,000 according to UNTSO reports) from 
the Naqab and drove them into Egyptian territory. In September 1952, the Israeli army expelled some 850 
members of the Al-Sani’ tribe from the northern Naqab to the West Bank, with several thousand more ‘Azazmeh 
expelled to the Sinai in subsequent weeks. See Morris, Benny, Israel’s Border Wars, 1949–56. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1993.

In 1949, some 1,000 residents of Baqa al-Gharbiyyah in the Little Triangle were expelled by Israel across the 
border into the West Bank. Around 700 persons were displaced from Kufr Yassif in early 1949. In mid-April 
1949, the U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem reported that “several hundred” Galilee Arabs – “all Israeli citizens” – had 
been expelled by the Israeli army across the border. Up to 5,000 Bedouin were expelled into Syria in October 
1956. See Segev, Tom, 1949: The First Israelis. New York: The Free Press, 1986.

In the summer of 1950, the remaining 2,500 Palestinian residents of the city of Majdal (Ashqelon) were expelled 
into the Gaza Strip. See Morris, Benny, 1948 and After: Israel and the Palestinians. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990.

In February 1951, residents of 13 small Palestinian villages in Wadi ‘Ara were expelled over the border into Jordan. 
See Masalha, Nur, A Land without a People: Israel, Transfer and the Palestinians. London: Faber & Faber, 1997.

On 17 November 1951, residents of Khirbat al-Buwayshat in the Little Triangle were expelled and their houses 
dynamited by the army. See Jiryas, Sabri, The Arabs in Israel. New York: Monthly Review Press, 1976.
 
On 30 October 1956, a day after the massacre of 49 Palestinian citizens of Kafr Qassim, General Yitzhak Rabin 
expelled 2,000–5,000 residents of the villages of Krad al-Ghannamah and Krad al-Baqqarah to the south of Lake 
Hulah in Syria. See Masalha, Nur, A Land without a People: Israel, Transfer and the Palestinians. London: Faber & 
Faber, 1997.
	

The Arab-Israeli 1967 War

Estimates for the total number of Palestinians displaced as a direct result of the 1967 war (400,000 – 450,000) are 
derived largely from United Nations estimates, as well as several academic studies. 

Approximately 193,500 Palestinian refugees were displaced for a second time, while 240,000 persons were 
displaced for the first time, bringing the total to over 430,000 displaced persons. According to Lex Takkenberg, 
“[t]he six-day war in 1967 brought another upheaval. In Syria more than 115,000 people were displaced when 
Israeli forces occupied the Golan Heights and the Quneitra area. Among them were some 16,000 Palestinian 
refugees who were uprooted for the second time. Many moved towards Damascus and some to Dera’a further 
south. About 162,500 refugees from the West Bank and some 15,000 refugees from the Gaza Strip fled to east 
Jordan, where they were joined by another 240,000 former residents of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, fleeing 
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for the first time.” Takkenberg, Lex, The Status of Palestinian Refugees in International Law. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press Oxford, 1998, p. 17.

See also: Report of the Secretary General under General Assembly Resolution 2252 (ES-V) and Security Council 
Resolution 237 (1967). UN Doc. A/6797, 15 September 1967. Earlier on, the number of persons who had fled from 
the areas under Israeli occupation during and after the June hostilities was estimated at about 550,000. This figure 
includes: about 200,000 persons (of whom 95,000 were refugees registered with UNRWA) who had moved from 
the West Bank to the East Bank in Jordan; about 110,000 persons, according to Syrian sources, and not more than 
85,000, according to Israeli sources (of whom about 17,000 were UNRWA-registered refugees), who had moved 
from the south-western corner of Syria, mainly to the areas of Damascus and Dera’a; and about 55,000 persons (of 
whom 5,000 were UNRWA-registered refugees in the Gaza Strip) who had moved across the Suez Canal from the 
Gaza Strip or Sinai. See United Nations, Report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-second 
Session, Supplement No. 13, 1 July 1966 – 30 June 1967 (A/6713). New York: United Nations, 1967.

As of June 1967 there were an estimated 1,400,000 Palestinians living in the West Bank (including eastern 
Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip. According to unofficial Israeli estimates, by August–September 1967, the Palestinian 
population in these areas was around 950,000. The total estimated refugee population was 400,000 from the West 
Bank and 50,000 from the Gaza Strip. See Abu-Lughod, Janet, “The Demographic Transformation of Palestine,” 
The Transformation of Palestine. Ibrahim Abu-Lughod (ed.). Evanston, Illinois: Northwestern University Press, 
1971, p. 162.

The total number of refugees displaced for the first time in 1967 was 140,000. See Efrat, Moshe, The Palestinian 
Displaced Population from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to the East Bank of Jordan. Tel Aviv: Israeli International 
Institute for Applied Economic Policy Review, 1996.

Out of a pre-war population of around 1.4 million, approximately 430,000 left their homes between June and 
December 1967. See Harris, William Wilson, Taking Root, Israeli Settlements in the West Bank, the Golan and the 
Gaza-Sinai, 1967–1980. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1980. 

Jordan estimated the total number of displaced refugees from the West Bank and Gaza Strip in Jordan to be 
188,500, and the total number of persons displaced for the first time from the West Bank and Gaza Strip to be 
200,000. See Jaber, Abdel Tayseer, The Situation of Palestinian Refugees in Jordan. Amman: Jordan, 1996.

In 1967, the villages of Bayt Marsam, Bayt ‘Awa, Habla and Jifliq were cleared and razed to the ground. See Hirst, 
David, The Gun and the Olive Branch. London: Faber & Faber, 1984.

In June 1967, some 10,000 residents of the villages of Bayt Nuba, Imwas, and Yalu near the “Green Line” in the 
Latrun salient were expelled and their villages demolished. In June 1967, some 200,000 Palestinians transferred 
across the border in a plan organized by Haim Herzog, the first Israeli military governor of the West Bank. In June 
1967, some 135 Palestinian families were expelled from the Moroccan quarter of the Old City, and their homes 
were demolished. See Masalha, Nur, A Land without a People: Israel, Transfer and the Palestinians. London: Faber 
& Faber, 1997.

Occupation, Apartheid, Colonization (1967–2009)

Prominent illustrative data about the ongoing internal and external forced displacement of Palestinians in this period are 
listed below. These data are provided mainly by UN agencies, NGOs and occasional academic studies. Estimates of the 
overall scope of ongoing forced displacement remain difficult due to the lack of systematic monitoring and documentation, 
in particular concerning external displacement. Available estimates are included in Appendix 2.1. 
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Internal displacement:
During October-November 1999, 700 residents of the southern Mount Hebron area were expelled from their --
homes, forced to live in caves and shacks in al-Mufqara, Tuba, Jineba, and other sites. (“Expulsion of Palestinian 
Residents from the South Mt. Hebron Area”, October-November 1999, B’Tselem Case Study No. 9,  February 
2000.)
Since Israel’s 1967 occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Israeli civilian and military authorities destroyed --
24,130 Palestinian homes and structures in the OPT (ICAHD, Jan 2009). In occupied eastern Jerusalem, roughly 
800 houses were demolished from 1991 to 2007; between 2003 and 2007, 993 Palestinians were made homeless, 
or displaced, as a result of house demolitions (ICAHD, March 2007; B’Tselem, August 2008).
Israel demolished 3,302 homes in the West Bank between 2000 and 2004 displacing 16,510 people (Save the --
Children U.K. Fact Sheet, June 2007). 
Between September 2000 and October 2004, more than 24,500 people were displaced by house demolitions --
in the Gaza Strip (OCHA, 1 October, 2004). 
In Gaza, from 2000 to end 2008, the partial or total destruction of 7,682 houses, largely as a result of Israeli --
military activity, impacted 72,682 residents (Web statistics on Home Demolitions in Gaza Strip Since the 
Beginning of the Intifada to the end of 2008, Al-Mezan Center for Human Rights, found at (http://www.mezan.
org/en/messege.php?view=homesen), accessed 13 October, 2009.
Over 4,000 homes were demolished between 27 December, 2008 and 18 January, 2009 during Israel’s military --
operation in Gaza. (“Direct Losses in Infrastructure”, PCBS, January 2009). At the peak of hostilities, 200,000 
people were estimated to be displaced, among them 112,000 children. (“IOF Escalates Its Attacks on Gaza”, Al 
Mezan Center for Human Rights, press release, January 2009).
200 families comprising 6,000 people from the Bedouin community of Al Hadidiya in the Jordan Valley were --
displaced in September 2007 when their homes near to the Jewish settlement of Roi were demolished by the 
IDF (A/HRC/7/17 of 21 January, 2008, p. 18, para 42.) 
In the Naqab, Israel carried out 143 demolitions in 2005 (“Off the Map.” Human Rights Watch, 2008), --
followed by 320 between February 2006 and February 2008 (See: Regional Council of Unrecognized Villages, 
www.rcuv.net .)
An estimated 6,000 people have left Qalqiliya following impact of the construction of the wall (UN Economic --
and Social Council, E/CN.4/2004/6/Add.1, 27 February, 2004, para.24 
14,364 persons were displaced as of July 2005 in the 145 localities through which the wall passes (PCBS, 2008: --
Jerusalem Statistical Yearbook no. 10, p. 366.) 
By 2006, 17 percent of all Palestinians in occupied eastern Jerusalem who had changed their previous place --
of residence since 2002 stated that they had done so as a direct result of the Wall. (Displaced by the Wall, 
BADIL Resource Center and the Internal Displacement Monitoring Center (IDMC), Bethlehem and Geneva, 
September 2006.)
About 1,200 households have left because of the wall, while an additional 1,100 heads of households were said --
to have left to find work elsewhere (OCHA, November 2007).
In the Old City of Hebron, a combination of stringent security restrictions in movement and settler intimidation --
and violence has led to over 1,800 businesses shutting their doors and over 1,000 Palestinian homes vacated since 
2000; 41% of Palestinian homes in the periphery of settlements and settlement access roads were thus vacated. 
(May 2007, B’Tselem/The Association for Civil Rights in Israel, Report (Ghost Town). 
Palestinians displaced as a result of revocation of residency rights in Jerusalem: the total number of ID cards --
confiscated since 1967 amounts to 8,269 (see PCBS, 2008: Jerusalem Statistical Yearbook, no.10, p. 358). This 
number does not include the children (under the age of 16 years) of persons whose resident status was revoked 
(other sources estimate that 80,000 persons have been affected by the revocation of Jerusalem ID cards since 1967), 
and it does not account for ID cards that may have been reinstated due to the lack of information; 
21,000 Palestinians from the OPT and Palestinian citizens of Israel, can no longer live in Israel with their --
spouses because of an amendment to Israel’s Nationality Law. (“Citizens without Sovereignty: Transfer and 
Ethnic Cleansing in Israel” Robert Blecher, Comparative Studies in Society and History (2005), 47:4:725-754 
Cambridge University Press
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Approximately 267 families (over 1,450 persons) of the Palestinian refugee Bedouin community at Umm al---
Masser were displaced in March 2007 when a nearby basin of the Beit Lahia waste water treatment plant flooded 
their homes because Israel prevents urgent repair and development of the treatment plant. (On the Brink of 
Disaster, The Beit Lahia Treatment Plant and Rights. Gaza: Al Mezan Center for Human Rights, 2003; also: 
UN OCHA, "Beit Lahia Waste Water Treatment Plant-Floods" Humanitarian Situation Report nos 1 – 3, 
March-April 2007.)

External displacement:
In the summer of 1971, the IDF destroyed approximately two thousand houses in the refugee camps of the --
Gaza Strip displacing nearly 16,000 people. At least two thousand of the displaced were moved to al-Arish, in 
the Sinai peninsula (then also under Israeli control), and several hundred were sent to the West Bank. (Martin 
van Creveld, The Sword and the Olive: A Critical History of the Israel Defense Force, (New York: Public Affairs, 
2002), p. 339; Sara Roy, The Gaza Strip, p. 105; Razing Rafah: Mass Home Demolition Human Rights Watch 
Report, 17 October 2004.)
Israel deported 1,151 Palestinians from the OPT between 1967 and 1977 (“Israeli Deportation of Palestinians --
from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 1967-1978”, Lesch, Ann M., Journal of Palestine Studies, April 1979, 
Vol. 8, No. 3, p. 81–112 .
Israel revoked the residency rights of approximately 100,000 Palestinians from the OPT between 1967 and 1991. --
(Quigley, John, “Family Reunion and the Right to Return to Occupied Territory,” Georgetown Immigration 
Law Journal, 6, 1992.)
According to the Jordanian government, some 7,000 Palestinians from the occupied West Bank were displaced to --
Jordan every year between 1968 and 1988. (UN Doc. CERD/C/318/Add.1, 14 April 1998, Reports Submitted by 
States Parties under Article 9 of the Convention, Twelfth Periodic Report of States Parties due in 1997, Jordan, at 
para. 25 cited in Kossaifi, George F., The Palestinian Refugees and the Right of Return, Washington, DC: The Center 
for Policy Analysis on Palestine, 1996, p. 8.)
Between 1969 and 1972, some 6,000 to 20,000 Bedouin farmers were evicted from the Rafah salient southwest --
of the occupied Gaza Strip. Between 1968 and 1972, over 1,095 Palestinians were deported from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Between August 1985 and January 1988, some 46 Palestinians were expelled from 
the occupied Palestinian territory. From the beginning of the first Intifada in December 1987 until the end of 
1989, 64 Palestinians were deported, with eight more deported in 1991. On 16 December 1992, 413 Palestinians 
were deported. (Masalha, Nur, A Land without a People: Israel, Transfer and the Palestinians. London: Faber & 
Faber Ltd, 1997.) See also: Amro, Tayseer, “Displaced Persons: Categories and Numbers Used by the Palestinian 
Delegation [to the Quadripartite Committee], Table 5, “Palestinian Estimate of Displaced Persons and Refugees 
During the 1967 War,” in:  14 Article 74 (December 1995). Jerusalem: BADIL/ Alternative Information Center for 
Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights. For similar figures from Israeli sources, see: Deportation of Palestinians 
from the Occupied Territory and the Mass Deportation of December 1992. Jerusalem: B’Tselem, 1993.
The average rate of forced migration is estimated at 21,000 persons per year. (Kossaifi, George F.,--  The Palestinian 
Refugees and the Right of Return. Washington, DC: The Center for Policy Analysis on Palestine, 1996.)
The rate of out-migration is as high as 2% of the total population per annum. (Pederson, Jon, Sara Randall and --
Marwan Khawaja (eds.), Growing Fast: the Palestinian Population in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Norway: FAFO 
Institute for Applied Social Science, 2001.)
An analysis of Israeli border police records shows that the net-migration of Palestinians from the OPT was 10,000 --
in 2000-2003, 12,000 in 2004, 16,000 in 2005 and 25,000 in 2006. A further significant rise in the scope of 
emigration was expected for 2007. Khawaja, Mustafa, Palestine: The Demographic and Economic Dimension of 
Migration 2008: http://www.carim.org/publications/AR2005CARIM_lite03.pdf
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Appendix 1.2 – Notes for Table 1.2

Estimated Area of Palestinian Land Expropriated, by Period of Expropriation

Note: 

1 km2 = 1,000 dunums
Total area of historical Palestine (Israel and OPT):			   27,343 km2, of this:
OPT (West Bank and Gaza Strip), total area:			   6,225 km2, of this:
West Bank, total area:						      5,860 km2 

(including occupied and annexed eastern Jerusalem, 
Latroun salient and northern Dead Sea), and,
Gaza Strip, total area:						      365 km2

The British Mandate (1922–1947) 

It is estimated that private and public land owned or used by Palestinians amounted to at least 24,000 km2 
(88%) of the total area of Palestine in 1947. This includes land held in customary ownership by Palestinian 
Bedouin tribes in the Naqab for grazing and rain-fed agriculture.

At the end of 1945, it is estimated that Jews owned 1,588,365 dunums of land in Palestine. At the end of 
1946, the estimated land owned by Jews amounted to 1,624,000 dunums. The total area of land classified as 
state domain under the British Mandate was 1,560,000 dunums. This included 660,000 dunums of which 
title to was settled under the Land (Settlement of Title) Ordinance, and 900,000 dunums where records 
indicated that the land was probably state land. As of the end of 1946 the total estimated state domain 
amounted to 1,700,000 dunums. It was noted that upon completion of the settlement of rights to land, 
the total amount of state domain would probably increase as it would include land for communal use and 
development of so-called hill villages. A Survey of Palestine, prepared in December 1945 and January 1946 
for the information of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, Volume 1 and Supplement. Reprinted 
in full with permission from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. Washington, DC: Institute for Palestine 
Studies, 1991. 

At the end of 1947 Jews owned a total of 1,734,000 dunums of land. This included 435,000 dunums held by 
the Palestine Land Development Company (PICA), 933,000 dunums held by the Jewish National Fund (JNF), 
and 366,000 dunums held by private purchasers. Granott notes that a large part of the land held by PICA was 
eventually registered as private property of Jewish farmers. Granott, Avraham Agrarian Reform and the Record 
of Israel. London: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1956.  

According to Village Statistics, Palestinians owned some 12,766,524 dunums of land in Palestine in 1945, 
excluding land held in the Naqab (Negev). Village Statistics identified some 1,936,380 dunums in the Naqab 
as Palestinian-owned, 65,231 dunums as Jewish-owned, 2,279 dunums as public land, and 10,573,110 as 
“uncultivable land.” Village Statistics 1945, A Classification of Land and Area Ownership in Palestine. Figures are 
based on British Mandate statistics.

The UN Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) estimated that Palestinian ownership of land in 1947 
amounted to 22,374,547 dunums. See Hadawi, Sami, Palestinian Rights and Losses in 1948. London: Saqi 
Books, 1988.
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The Nakba (1947–1949)

Total land ownership of Palestinians that remained inside the territory that became the state of Israel is 
estimated at 1,465,000 dunums as of 1948 (i.e., before further expropriation). Abu Sitta, Salman, The End of 
the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: From Refugees to Citizens at Home. London: The Palestine Land Society and the 
Palestinian Return Centre, 2001. 

In total Israel expropriated 17,178,000 dunums (17,178 km2) of Palestinian refugee land. This includes land as 
calculated in Village Statistics and vast areas in the southern Bir Saba’ District, which were held under traditional 
or customary ownership by nomadic Bedouin. Customary ownership of these areas is identified by reference to 
maps and other documents delineating Bedouin tribal areas. The entire District comprised some 12,000,000 
dunums or approximately 60% of the land incorporated into the state of Israel in 1948. 

According to the global identification process completed by the UNCCP in 1951, 16,324,000 dunums of land 
were determined to be private property owned by Palestinians. An individual evaluation, which was criticized 
by several experts, identified some 7,069,091 dunums as Palestinian-owned land. The UNCCP achives include 
453,000 records, amounting to some 1,500,000 holdings. See Progress Report of the United Nations Conciliation 
Commission for Palestine (UNCCP). UN Doc. A/1985, 20 November 1951.

Palestinian land expropriated in 1948 included land in 77 border villages where the built-up area of the village 
remained in Arab-held territory (i.e., West Bank and Gaza Strip) but had 1,255,000 of inaccessible land located 
in Israeli-held territory and three villages located in ‘no mans’ land of which 18 km2 was located in Israeli-held 
territory. The UN Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) estimated that Palestinian ownership of land 
in 1947 amounted to 22,374,547 dunums. See Hadawi, Sami, Palestinian Rights and Losses in 1948. London: 
Saqi Books, 1988.

See also:
Rempel, Terry, “Housing and Property Restitution: The Palestinian Refugee Case,” Returning Home: Housing 
and Property Restitution Rights of Refugees and Displaced Persons. Leckie, Scott (ed.). New York: Transnational 
Publishers, 2003.

Israel’s Military Government in Israel (1949–1966)

It is estimated that as of 1962, Israel had expropriated 704,298 dunums from among the 1,465,000 dunums 
of the remaining Palestinian-owned land inside Israel. The figure is based on a survey of 79 selected Palestinian 
villages for the period 1945–1962. See Jiryis, Sabri, The Arabs in Israel. London: Monthly Review Press, 1976. 
This includes, for example, 1,200 dunums expropriated in 1957 from Palestinian landowners of Nazareth and 
surrounding villages to establish the Jewish colony of Upper Nazareth; land expropriated from Palestinian 
villagers of Tarshiha and Ma’iliya in 1957 for the establishment of the Jewish colony of Ma’alot; and 5,100 
dunums expropriated from the Palestinian villages of Nahaf, Deir al-Asad, Bi’neh, and Majd al-Krum in 1964 to 
establish the Jewish colony of Karmiel. See Abu Hussein, Hussein and McKay, Fiona Access Denied: Palestinian 
Access to Land in Israel. London: Zed Books, 2003. 

See also:
Approximately 40% of land owned by Palestinians inside Israel was expropriated as absentee property under 
the 1950 Absentees’ Property Law. Peretz, Don, Israel and the Palestinian Arabs. Washington, DC: The Middle 
East Institute, 1958. 

“Palestinians that remained [in Israel] lost about 40–60% of the land they possessed.” Citing Kark and Golan in 
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Israel: The First Decade of Independence, I. S. Troen and N. Lucas (eds.), Syracuse, NY: State University of New 
York Press, 1995, in Kedar, Alexander, “On the Legal Geography of Ethnocratic Settler States: Notes Towards a 
Research Agenda,” Current Legal Issues 5, 2002, p. 401–441.

It is estimated that Palestinians privately owned some 867,000 dunums of land inside Israel immediately after 
the establishment of the state in May 1948. By the 1950s, total Palestinian land ownership inside Israel had been 
reduced to 529,428 dunums due to expropriation. Cano, Jack, The Question of Land in the National Conflict 
between Jews and Arabs 1917–1990 [Hebrew]. Poalim Library, 1992.

As of 1963, Palestinians in villages inside Israel owned 385,993 dunums of private land and 472,798 dunums of 
public land. Calculated from Survey of Arab Agriculture and Development Plan A. Nazareth: Ministry of Agriculture, 
Unit for Survey and Planning for the Minority Villages, The Joint Development Centre, July 1963.

In a survey of 38 villages, it is estimated that 632,000 dunums of land were expropriated between 1945 and 1972. 
See Abu Kishk, Bakir, “Arab Land and Israeli Policy,” Journal of Palestine Studies 1, Autumn 1981.

The 1967 Arab-Israeli War

It is estimated that Israel expropriated 730,000 dunums of West Bank land and 119,000 dunums of Gaza land as 
absentee and state land immediately after the 1967 war.

A 1987 Israeli State Comptroller, Annual Report 37, lists a total of 430 km2 of Palestinian refugee land in the 
West Bank expropriated by Israel. Land Grab: Israel’s Settlement Policy in the West Bank. Jerusalem: B’tselem, The 
Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territory, 2002, p. 45. Also see Financial Times, 29 
October 1979, cited in Lehn, Walter, The Jewish National Fund. London: Kegan Paul International, 1988, p. 183. 
If state land registered in the name of the Jordanian government (which administered the West Bank between 1949 
and 1967) is included, it is estimated that Israel took immediate possession of 730 km2 of Palestinian-owned land 
in the West Bank. It also took possession of an additional 119 km2 of Palestinian-owned land in the Gaza Strip. 
Land Expropriation, Human Rights Update (PHRIC, Washington, DC), April 1991 and Cohen, Ester, Human 
Rights in the Israeli-Occupied Territory, 1967–1982, p. 152–153 (1985), cited in Bisharat, George E., “Land, Law 
and Legitimacy in Israel and the Occupied Territory,” The American Law Review 43, 1992, p. 525, note 334. 

Occupation, Apartheid, Colonization (1967–2009)

OPT - It is estimated that Israel expropriated another 3,372 km2 of Palestinian land in the occupied West Bank in 
this period. This, while in 2005 Israel decolonized some 119 km2 of Palestinian land in the occupied Gaza Strip. 

After 1967, Israel annexed 70.5km2 of the West Bank in East Jerusalem and its periphery – 35% (24.5km2) of 
which has been used for settlements. (OCHA-OPT, “Planning Crisis in East Jerusalem”, April, 2009.

Already by the mid-1980s, Israel had expropriated some 60% of the West Bank. This included: 430,000 dunums 
as absentee property; 750,000 dunums as ‘state land’; 35,000 dunums requisitioned for military purposes; and, 
1.15 million dunums of land closed for military training. Benvenisti, Meron, The West Bank Data Project: A Survey 
of Israel’s Policies. Washington, DC: American Enterprise Institute, 1984. 

By 2002 it was reported that “Estimates place the proportion of Palestinian land confiscated by Israel at more 
than 70% of the West Bank and 33% of Palestinian land in East Jerusalem, and all but 7–8% of the area has been 
closed to Palestinian construction.” Report of the Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the 
right to an adequate standard of living, Miloon Kothari, Addendum, Report of visit to the OPT, 5–10 January 
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2002, UN Doc. E/CN.4/2003/5/Add.1, June 10, 2002, at paras. 10–15. This number also includes the 349km² 
of land reported as confiscated for the construction of the Wall. (Data compiled from the 2003, 2004 and 2005 
Survey on the Impact of the Expansion and Annexation Wall on the Socio-Economic Conditions of Palestinian 
Localities which the Wall Passes Through. Ramallah: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.) Also see Land Grab: 
Israel’s Settlement Policy in the West Bank. Jerusalem: B’Tselem, 2002.

See also: Close to 50,000 dunums were confiscated and about 300,000 dunums are isolated by the Wall. (“Special 
Report on the 59th Anniversary of the Nakba,” PCBS, May 10, 2006, p. 6). Israel has confiscated more than 900,000 
dunums in the West Bank under the pretext that it was not being cultivated (Peace Now, “Despite Promises – Land 
Confiscation Continues Throughout 2008”, January 2009).

In Israel - It is estimated that land confiscated from Palestinian citizens in this period amounts to approximately 
413 km² of land (in addition to the 700 confiscated in the previous period). 

Between 1948 and 2001, Israel expropriated approximately 76% of the land of Palestinian citizens or 1,113,000 
dunums. Abu Sitta, Salman, The End of the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: From Refugees to Citizens at Home. 
London: The Palestine Land Society and the Palestinian Return Centre, 2001. Palestinians inside Israel had lost 
approximately 70% of their land by 1980 due to expropriation (based on a survey of 18 Palestinian villages whose 
land base decreased from 620,350 dunums in 1947 to 188,930 dunums by 1980). Under the Land Acquisition 
Law of 1953, 1,250,000 dunums of land were expropriated. Lustick, Ian, Arabs in the Jewish State. University of 
Texas Press, 1980. 

Israel expropriated some 20,103 dunums from Palestinians inside Israel in 1975 to establish 20 new Jewish 
settlements and expand existing Jewish cities. Hussein and McKay also cite a report in Ha’aretz (13 June, 1989) 
stating that some 60,000 dunums of land in the Galilee were classified as ‘state land’ between 1978 and 1987 due 
to settlement of title operations, acquisitions, and expropriations. Citing A. Shmueli, “Village Population in the 
Hilly Upper Galilee 1967–77,” Artzot Hagalil, Tel Aviv: Ministry of Defence, 1983; and E. Rekhes, The Arabs in 
Israel and Land Expropriations in the Galilee, Tel Aviv Surveys, University of Tel Aviv, Shiloah Institute, 1977, in 
Abu Hussein, Hussein and McKay, Fiona Access Denied: Palestinian Access to Land in Israel. London: Zed Books, 
2003. 
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Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, Forty-fifth Session 2, 27 August 1993, Item 8 of the provisional 
agenda, E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/17, 6 July, 1993, at paras. 15 and 17.

2	 The right to self-determination, i.e. freedom from foreign rule and exploitation, was recognized by the League of Nations and would later 
become enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations. The right of self-determination of the Palestinian people was again explicitly 
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10	 The Balfour Declaration is reprinted in Survey of Palestine, Vol. I, prepared in December 1945 and January 1946 for the information of 
the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. Reprinted in full with permission from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. Washington, DC: 
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empire in a speech delivered at Albert Hall in London on July 12, 1920. “… During a dangerous moment in the World War [WWI] 
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