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Palestinian Officials in Geneva: 
Sacrificing the Rights of Palestinians at the Altar of False Promises

Badil Statement, 2 October 2009 – The recommendations of the UN fact finding mission to the Gaza Strip headed by Judge Richard 
Goldstone represented a golden opportunity for the Human Rights Council, the Security Council, the General Assembly, and all member 
states – particularly the United States and the European Union – to exercise their moral and legal obligations to hold Israel accountable 
for its crimes committed during its 2008-2009 war against Gaza. Yet the official Palestinian position calling for the postponement of 
the vote to endorse the report’s recommendations now hamstrings these opportunities. In so doing, it has undermined the principle of 
international legitimacy as a basis to resolve the Palestinian issue and prevents the Palestinian victims of this assault from achieving 
redress.

Badil Resource Center, working alongside Palestinian human rights organizations (particularly those with UN ECOSOC consultative 
status), and other international organizations and bodies, campaigned to ensure support for the report’s recommendations from over 
two-thirds of the States represented on the Human Rights Council. Adoption by the Council of the report’s recommendations would 
have raised them on to the Secretary General, the General Assembly, the Security Council and possibly on to the International Criminal 
Court. However the official Palestinian position, voiced by PLO Ambassador Ibrahim Khreisheh, now prevents this from taking place. 
This surprise position came without warning, and is a retreat from a battle that had already been won.

In its defense, elements of the Palestinian leadership attempted to deflect responsibility by claiming that the PLO is no more than an 
entity with observer status at the UN, and hence without the authority to propose or withdraw draft resolutions. But this does not explain 
what happened, nor does it constitute a justification for the Palestinian representative to act against a report, which is undoubtedly to 
their benefit. 

Statements made by a number of Palestinian officials both accompanying and following Ambassador Khreisheh decision indicate a serious 
lack of coordination, and a failure to inform members of the PLO Executive Committee of the decision and its reasons. Badil views the position 
taken by Palestinian officials in Geneva as self-contradictory, and contrary to the struggle for the implementation of the rights of the Palestinian 
people. It marginalizes the application of international law and squanders the rights of Palestinian victims at the altar of false political promises.  
 
Badil believes that the official Palestinian position cannot be justified by claiming a lack of preparation within the Council, or the need 
to give another chance to “peace efforts.” Rather, we see in this official Palestinian stance, the continuity of similar previous retreats. 
For example, on the eve of the Durban Review Conference held in Geneva in April 2009, the PA Minister of Foreign Affairs acquiesced 
to dropping specific reference to the question of Palestine at the conference. Ambassador Khreisheh’s predecessor at the UN also 
opposed a proposal made by the President of the UN General Assembly to pass a resolution condemning Israel’s assault on the Gaza 
Strip, and calling for the formation of a tribunal to investigate Israel’s violations of international law in January 2009.

In light of these considerations, Badil calls upon the Executive Committee of the PLO:

to issue a formal statement explaining the reasons for this position which contradicts the interests of the Palestinian people 1. 
in general, the victims of Israel’s assault on the Gaza Strip in particular, and the supreme national interest of holding Israel 
accountable for its crimes;
to take all legal, judicial and political measures to hold those responsible for this action accountable;2. 
to work towards the establishment of a national body to coordinate between Palestinian human rights organizations and 3. 
representatives of the PLO, to strengthen the role of these institutions, and the struggle to defend the rights of the Palestinian 
people before international bodies.

(Photos Source: al-jazeera.net)
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Justice Delayed is Justice Denied 
Decision of Palestinian Leadership and International Pressure an Insult to 
the Victims

Statement of Palestinian Civil Society Responding to Deferral on Goldstone Recommendations Endorsement, issued by:
 
Adalah * Addameer * Aldameer * Al Haq * Al Mezan * Arab Association for Human Rights * Badil * Civic Coalition for Jerusalem 
* DCI-Palestine * ENSAN Centre * ITTJIAH * Independent Commission for Human Rights * Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human 
Rights Centre * Palestinian Centre for Human Rights * Ramallah Centre for Human Rights Studies * Women’s Centre for Legal 
Aid and Counselling *

 
Yesterday, 2 October 2009, the Palestinian leadership – under heavy international pressure lead by the United States – deferred 
the draft proposal at the Human Rights Council endorsing all the recommendations of the UN Fact Finding Mission (the Goldstone 
Report). This deferral denies the Palestinian peoples’ right to an effective judicial remedy and the equal protection of the law. It 
represents the triumph of politics over human rights. It is an insult to all victims and a rejection of their rights.

The crimes documented in the report of the UN Fact Finding Mission represent the most serious violations of international law; 
Justice Goldstone concluded that there was evidence to indicate that crimes against humanity may have been committed in the 
Gaza Strip. Violations of international law continue to this day, inter alia, through the continuing Israeli-imposed illegal blockade 
of the Gaza Strip. The findings of the Mission confirmed earlier investigations conducted by independent Palestinian, Israeli and 
international organizations.

The injustice that has now been brought upon Palestinians has been brought upon everyone on this globe. International human 
rights and humanitarian law are not subject to discrimination, they are not dependent on nationality, religion, or political affiliation. 
International human rights and humanitarian law apply universally to all human beings.

The rule of law is intended to protect individuals, to guarantee their fundamental rights. Yet, if the rule of law is to be respected 
it must be enforced. World history, and the Israeli occupation of Palestinian land has shown us that as long as impunity persists, 
the law will continue to be violated; innocent civilians will continue to suffer the horrific consequences.

Justice delayed is justice denied. All victims have a legitimate right to an effective judicial remedy, and the equal protection of 
the law. These rights are universal: they are not subject to political considerations. In the nine months since Operation Cast 
Lead, no effective judicial investigations have been conducted into the conflict. Impunity prevails. In such situations, international 
law demands recourse to international judicial mechanisms. Victims’ rights must be upheld. Those responsible must be held to 
account.

The belief that accountability and the rule of law can be brushed aside in the pursuit of peace is misguided. History has taught us 
time and time again, that sustainable peace can only be built on human rights, on justice, and the rule of law. For many years in 
Palestine international law, and the rule of law, has been sacrificed in the name of politics, and cast aside in favor of the peace 
process. This approach has been tried, and it has failed: the occupation has been solidified, illegal settlements have continued 
to expand, the right to self determination has been denied; innocent civilians suffer the horrific consequences. It is now time to 
pursue justice, and a peace built on a foundation of human rights, dignity, and the rule of law. In Justice Goldstone’s words, there 
is no peace without justice.

The justifications given by the Palestinian leadership regarding the decision to defer are inappropriate. Consensus is not required, 
the United Nations system works on a majority basis. Since the beginning of the UN, and over the course of the Israeli occupation 
begun in 1967, consensus has rarely been acquired. The UN was established to represent the will of the nations of the world; it 
is inevitable that there will be dissent and disagreement. Decisions must rest on the will of the majority.

As human rights organizations we strongly condemn the Palestinian leaderships’ decision to defer the proposal endorsing all 
the recommendations of the Fact Finding Mission, and the pressure exerted by certain members of the international community. 
Such pressure is in conflict with States international obligations, and is an insult to the Palestinian people.

As human rights and civil society organizations concerned with rights and justice, we declare that we will double our efforts to 
seek justice for the victims of the violations of human rights and international law in OPT without delay.
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Badil Launches Fourth Annual Al-Awda Award
Badil Statement 

We are from there...We are Alive and Will Continue to Live... and the Dream Lives On

Bethlehem, Palestine, 13 October 2009 – The Badil Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights has announced 
the launch of the 2010 Annual Al-Awda Awards competition, now in its fourth consecutive year. The Award is an initiative of Badil which 
aims to provide a platform for the use of creative expression to promote Palestinian cultural identity and Palestinian refugee rights, 
foremost among them the right to return.

The categories of the 2010 al-Awda Award are:
Al-Awda Award for Best Caricature (depicting an aspect of the Ongoing Palestinian Nakba);1. 
Best Nakba Commemoration Poster2. 
Best Research Essay3. 
Best Article (Written Journalism)4. 
Best Photograph (Photographer under 18)5. 

General Rules and Regulations

Participants must adhere to the rules and regulations for the competition category in which they wish to participate;•	
Submissions must be original and previously unpublished;•	
Participants can only participate with only •	 ONE SUBMISSION PER COMPETITION CATEGORY, but may participate in more 
than one competition category;
Prizes will be awarded to the inners in each competition category at the Awards Ceremony to be held in My 2010;•	
Badil commits to publishing the winning submissions as separate publications or as part of Badil’s regular publications as •	
specified for each competition category;
Winners are selected by independent juries which include specialists in each field. Badil adheres to the decisions of these •	
juries;
Badil reserves the right to use, edit and publish all submissions at its discretion, while respecting the participants’ intellectual •	
property rights;
The May 2010 Awards Ceremony will include exhibits of the top submissions from the caricature, poster, and photograph •	
categories;
Members of Badil’s staff, board of directors, oversight committee, or juries are excluded from participation;•	
The deadline for participants to send their submissions to Badil is 15 March 2010.•	

Note: Each Competition Category has its own category-specific rules and regulations. 

Visit: http://www.badil.org/annual-al-awda-award 
for the complete call for submissions
or contact awdaaward@badil.org

How to Participate
Submissions should be: Sent by email to awdaaward@badil.org

Hand delivered to the Badil offices in Bethlehem (al-Majd Building, beside Behtlehem Hotel, Karkafeh Street, Bethlehem)
Sent by post to: 

Badil Resource Center 
PO Box 728 

Bethlehem, Palestine
Badil commits to confirming receipt of each submission in writing.
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BDS Campaign Update
mid June – September 2009

French activists protest Paris air show
20 June 2009 - A group of French activists from the French BDS campaign held a non- violent protest against Israeli participation 
in the Paris - Le Bourget Air Show. Le Bourget Air Show is one of the largest weapons and aerospace technology fairs in the world. 
The protest took place outside the Israeli pavilion, where several Israeli arms companies had come to sell their military technologies 
to potential European buyers, while French president Nicolas Sarkozy was visiting the air show. Despite forced removals by police, 
the BDS activists were highly visible, and distributed several thousand informational leaflets to the public.

Toronto Palestine Solidarity Activists Protest Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibit
June-July 2009 - The Coalition Against Israeli Apartheid and Women in Solidarity with Palestine conducted a campaign of protest 
against the Royal Ontario Museum (ROM), for their exhibition of the looted Dead Sea Scrolls. For several weeks, BDS activists 
conducted successful protests and pickets to inform the public about the theft of the Dead Sea Scrolls following the refusal of the 
museum’s directors to make public the documents it claimed proved the legality of the exhibit, as well as their refusal to seek a 
UNESCO opinion on the matter. The campaign called on the ROM to recognize the Scrolls are looted Palestinian artifacts and to 
dissociate itself from the Israeli Antiquities Authority, which has systematically looted millions of Palestinian artifacts.

SOAS Students Mobilize against Normalization with Tel Aviv University
9 July 2009 – The School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS – University of London) Student union overwhelmingly passed 
a motion criticizing a lecture series attempting to whitewash Tel Aviv’s colonial past and present and called for the end of SOAS’s 
collaboration with Tel Aviv University (TAU) in hosting the series on the grounds of its role in giving key legal, technological and 
strategic support for maintaining and expanding Israel’s colonial occupation. In response to the director’s failure to acknowledge 
the serious implications of collaboration with TAU that undermined the reputation, integrity and fundamental ethical principles of 
SOAS, the SOAS Palestine Society prepared a briefing paper for him and the Governing Body outlining TAU’s intensive, purposive 
and open institutional contributions to the Israeli military. Fore more and to download the report, visit: http://www.bdsmovement.
net/?q=node/502

Photo: Rich Wiles.
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U.K. hits Israel with partial arms embargo over Gaza war
13 July 2009 - Britain slapped a partial arms embargo on Israel, refusing to supply replacement parts and other equipment for Sa’ar 4.5 
gunships because they were used in Operation Cast Lead. The embargo followed a government review of all British defense exports 
to Israel, which was announced in April 2009.

HeidelbergCement tries to sell West Bank mines as BDS pressures grow
13 July 2009 - HeidelbergCement’s subsidiary, Hanson Israel, manufactures ready-made cement, aggregates and asphalt for Israel’s 
construction industry and operates a quarry in the occupied West Bank. In March 2009, the Israeli human rights organization Yesh Din 
filed a petition with the Israeli high court demanding a halt to illegal mining activity in West Bank quarries, including Hanson Israel’s 
Nahal Raba quarry. Attorneys representing Yesh Din called upon the court to put an end to this “clearly illegal activity, which constitutes 
blunt and ugly colonial exploitation of land we [Israel] had forcefully seized.” In May 2009, Israel ordered a freeze on the expansion of 
Israeli-run stone and gravel quarries in the occupied West Bank.

EU Opens Investigation into Israeli Settlement Products
14 July 2009 - Hamburg Finance Court opened an investigation to decide whether Soda-Club devices made in Ma’ale Adumim can 
be imported into the European Union exempt of customs, like all other Israeli industrial products. The Hamburg court has consulted 
with the European Court of Justice about obtaining a “preliminary ruling” that would settle the issue in a binding manner for all 27 EU 
member states. If the court decides that a customs duty can be levied, it will be tantamount to handing down a decision against Israel’s 
settlement policy, in effect an implementation of economic sanctions.

Ken Loach withdraws from the Melbourne International Film Festival over Israeli funding
18 July 2009 - English filmmaker Ken Loach withdrew his film Looking for Eric from the Melbourne International Film Festival because the 
festival receives funding from the Israeli government. In a letter to festival executive director Richard Moore, he said that “Palestinians, 
including artists and academics, have called for a boycott of events supported by Israel.” He cited “illegal occupation of Palestinian 
land, destruction of homes and livelihoods” and “the massacres in Gaza” as reasons for the boycott which is not aimed “at independent 
Israeli films or filmmakers,” but at “the Israeli state.” 

PACBI Issues Guidelines for Applying the International Cultural Boycott of Israel
20 July 2009 – The Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI) issued guidelines for applying 
the cultural boycott. These criteria are mainly intended to help guide cultural workers and organizers around the world in adhering to 
the Palestinian call for boycott, as a contribution towards establishing a just peace in our region. Read the Guidelines at: http://www.
bdsmovement.net/?q=node/500 

CodePink Launch Campaign to Boycott Ahava
11 August 2009 – Activists from CODEPINK launched the Stolen Beauty campaign to boycott Israeli cosmetics corporation Ahava by 
staging a protest action at the Hilton Hotel in Tel Aviv. Some put on bikinis, wrote on their bodies with mud NO AHAVA/NO LOVE, while 
others carried signs with slogans such as “There is no love in occupation.” They chanted, sang and made the Israeli evening news. 
Visit the campaign website at: www.stolenbeauty.org

Amnesty International Withdraws from Leonard Cohen’s Israel Concert Fund
18 August 2009 - Amnesty International announced that it will abstain from any involvement in the Leonard Cohen concert in Tel Aviv 
and will not be party to any fund that benefits from the concert’s proceeds. 

European BDS Activists launch Ramadan Campaign targeting Israeli Dates
20 August 2009 – BDS campaign activists launched a broad based consumer boycott campaign targeting Israeli dates that coincided 
with the beginning of the month of Ramadan in the Hijri (Islamic) calendar. The campaign targeted Israeli agricultural export giant 
Agrexco, which sells flowers, vegetables and fruit, including dates, produced on both sides of the “green line.” The campaign was 
launched by solidarity organizations in Belgium, France, the Netherlands, South Africa and the United Kingdom.

BlackRock Bank Divests from Settlement Construction
20 August 2009 - The British bank BlackRock announced its divestment from Lev Leviev settlement projects in the occupied West 
Bank. The divestment decision followed pressure by three Norwegian financial institutions (Storebrand, Norwegian-Swedish bank 
Skandiabanken, and the Norwegian-Danish Danica Pensjon) marketing BlackRock funds. BlackRock was second biggest shareholder 
in the Israeli firm.

Prominent UK Chef: “Don’t buy West Bank Produce”
25 August 2009 - Joanna Blythman, a top UK chef and popular food journalist, recently called on retailers and importers not to buy 
goods from settlements in the West Bank. The “fruit and vegetables grown [in illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank] amount to 
stolen goods,” Blythman wrote in an article published in a food magazine. 
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Norwegian Pension Fund divests from Israeli military giant Elbit
3 September 2009 - The Norwegian Ministry of Finance excluded the Israeli company Elbit Systems Ltd. from the Government Pension 
Fund – Global, on the basis of the Council on Ethics’ recommendation. The Council on Ethics found that investment in Elbit constitutes 
an unacceptable risk of contribution to serious violations of fundamental ethical norms as a result of the company’s integral involvement 
in Israel’s construction of a separation barrier on occupied territory. “We do not wish to fund companies that so directly contribute to 
violations of international humanitarian law,” said Minister of Finance Kristin Halvorsen. The surveillance system that Elbit supplies 
to the Israeli authorities is one of the main components in the separation barrier and its associated control regime. The surveillance 
system has been specially designed in close collaboration with the Israzeli military and has no other applications. Furthermore Elbit is 
clearly aware of exactly where and how the system is intended to be used. While not related to the Council’s decision, it is important 
to note that Elbit is also involved in the construction of the wall on the U.S. Mexico border that aims to block the passage of refugees 
from Latin America into the United States.

Ken Loach, Jane Fonda, Danny Glover, Alice Walker, John Greyson, and many others protest Toronto International 
Film Festival’s complicity in Israel re-branding
3 September 2009 – An international group of more than 50 prominent filmmakers, writers, artists and academics –including Ken Loach, 
David Byrne, Naomi Klein, Alice Walker, Wallace Shawn, and Danny Glover – signed a letter protesting the Toronto International Film 
Festival’s decision to spotlight the city of Tel Aviv and the work of 10 Israeli filmmakers. The “Toronto Declaration” had a massive effect 
in raising the profile of the cultural boycott of Israel, the effect of Israel’s apartheid practices on Palestinian citizens of Israel, and recent 
Israeli efforts to “re-brand” and whitewash itself as a benign entity within both arts communities and the broad public, particularly in 
North America.

Legal Action to enforce Human Rights Conditions in EU-Israel Association Agreement
8 September 2009 – British parliamentarian Clare Short and the European Campaign to End the Siege of Gaza launched a legal action 
to require the European Union to uphold the human rights conditions entrenched in the EU-Israel Association Agreement. The action 
was launched in a letter sent to President Barroso and Javier Solana, the High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy, spelling out the way in which the Treaty conditions are being breached and the way in which international law applies. 

IPSC targets Israeli Dead Sea Products in Jervis Shopping Centre
12 September 2009 - As part of the international BDS campaign, the Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign launched an action against 
Dead Sea Products, an Israeli cosmetics firm, which has a stall in Jervis Centre in Dublin. Activists from the IPSC wearing “Boycott 
Israel” t-shirts surrounded the Dead Sea Products stall on the top floor in Jervis Street shopping center, handing out leaflets and asking 
people not to buy products from an apartheid country such as Israel.

U.S. pension fund giant divests from Africa-Israel
12 September 2009 - The U.S. pension fund giant, TIAA-CREF, confirmed that it divested from Africa-Israel Investments, owned by Israeli 
billionaire Lev Leviev. The fund’s investment in Africa Israel amounted to $257,000, so the financial effect of the divestment is minimal, 
but the news of the divestment came as the Israeli firm announced that it was unable to meet its liabilities to its bondholders. 

Brazilian Parliament Calls for the Freeze of the Israel - Mercosur Free Trade Agreement
13 September 2009 - The Brazilian Parliamentary Commission on Foreign Relations and National Defense has recommended that 
the parliament should not ratify the Free Trade Agreement between Mercosur (the trading bloc of the Latin American countries) and 
the State of Israel until “Israel accepts the creation of the Palestinian state on the 1967 borders.” This decision is an explicit act of 
pressure on Israel to comply with international law, and a rejection of years of incessant Israeli lobbying, pressuring for a vote to ratify 
the agreement. The decision is an enormous blow for Israel’s economy and foreign relations as it poses a massive stumbling block 
for the enactment of the agreement, which since its signing in 2007, has been stalled due to a lack of ratification by Mercosur member 
countries. The Mercosur is one of the world’s most quickly expanding markets and the fifth largest economy in the world. Israeli exports 
to the Mercosur amounted nearly 600 million dollars in 2006. It is important to also note that Brazil alone, even without a Free Trade 
Agreement, is Israel’s third largest export destination. 

Britain’s unions commit to a mass boycott movement of Israeli goods
17 September 2009 - British trade unions representing 6.5 million workers overwhelmingly passed a resolution voting to commit its 
members to participate in and build a campaign involving boycott, disinvestment and sanctions against Israel. The motion was passed 
at the 2009 annual Trades Union Congress (TUC) held in Liverpool after being submitted by the Fire Brigades’ Union. The TUC is a 
coalition of 60 different unions representing the vast majority of organized British workers. The congress voted to condemn “Israeli 
military aggression and end the blockade on Gaza” and calls for an end on all arms trade with Israel, the imposition of a ban on the 
importing of goods produced in Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and to support moves to suspend the E.U.-Israel 
Association Agreement. It also calls for the TUC’s main leadership body, the General Council, to affiliate with the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign (PSC), to push for boycott, divestment and sanctions of Israel. The PSC is a major Palestinian solidarity organization in the 
U.K. that has worked with British trade unionists in different capacities to advance their work on Palestinian-related causes. 
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Spain boycotts Ariel College for being on occupied territory
16 September 2009 - The “University Center of Ariel in Samaria” (AUCS) was excluded from a prestigious university competition about 
sustainable architecture that was held in Spain. “Ariel University Centre of Samaria” was one out of 21 teams selected last April to 
compete for the Solar Decathlon-Madrid 2010, the most prestigious competition for sustainable architecture in the world, organized 
by the Spanish Ministry of Housing together with the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid. Selected teams, formed by architects and 
engineering students are asked to design and build a real house entirely driven by solar energy. Every house should be built in one 
of the 20 sites in the “Solar Villa” planned in Madrid to host them. To facilitate participation of the various teams, the Spanish Ministry 
of Housing allocated a sum of 100,000 Euros to every project. The decision to exclude AUCS represents the first case of sanctions 
against an Israeli academic institution in Spain.

Bilbao Cooperation Council Adopts BDS
18 September 2009 – Members of the Municipal Council for Cooperation of Bilbao voted to join the BDS Campaign against the State 
of Israel. The Municipal Council for Cooperation of Bilbao is an official advisory body to the city’s municipal government representing 
the different social agencies working in the field of aid and development in Bilbao. It is currently made up of forty-five NGOs and 
representatives of the four political parties represented in the municipality. Its purpose is to unite efforts and promote improved 
management in the work of solidarity and cooperation.

BDS Activists Occupy Ahava for a Second Time
19 September 2009 – In coordinated actions in Code Pink in Washington DC, Jews for Justice for Palestinians in London and the 
Bathrobe Brigade in Amsterdam conducted a coordinated action to confront Ahava. Ahava’s cosmetic products are manufactured in 
the illegal settlement of Mizpe Shalem. Based inside Occupied Palestinian Territory, the Israeli Settlement has stolen land and natural 
resources away from Palestinians. Furthermore, the sale of these products acts to finance and support war crimes committed by the 
Israel. For more on the campaign against Ahava, visit stolenbeauty.org

Large French Trade Union joins the BDS Campaign
22 September 2009 - The Union “Solidaires Industry” joined the international campaign for Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions through a 
decision of its general membership. In the BDS resolution, the union delegates stated: “The rights of Palestinian workers in the 1948 
borders or in those of 1967 are not equal to those of other Israeli citizens. Discrimination is evident, 50,000 Palestinian laborers working 
in the settlements and the Jordan Valley without rights, with wages less than half the minimum wage in Israel...[French company Alstom 
continues with] the construction of the tramway in Jerusalem which will increase discrimination against Palestinians. In Languedoc 
Roussillon our fellow workers in Solidaires thirty-four are struggling against the Israeli company Agrexco, which does not respect the 
rights of Palestinians. Industrial action is possible.” Read the full text of the resolution (in French) at: http://www.solidaires-industrie.
org/Boycott-Israel

PACBI Issues Guidelines for Applying the International Academic Boycott of Israel
1 October 2009 – The Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI) issued guidelines for applying 
the academic boycott. These criteria are mainly intended to help guide cultural workers and organizers around the world in adhering 
to the Palestinian call for boycott, as a contribution towards establishing a just peace in our region. Read the Guidelines at: http://www.
bdsmovement.net/?q=node/566 
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About the meaning of al-Majdal

al-Majdal is an Aramaic word meaning 
fortress. The town was known as Majdal 
Jad during the Canaanite period for the god 
of luck. Located in the south of Palestine, 
al-Majdal was a thriving Palestinian city 
with some 11,496 residents on the eve of 
the 1948 Nakba. Majdalawis produced a 
wide variety of crops including oranges, 
grapes, olives and vegetables. Palestinian 
residents of the town owned 43,680 
dunums of land. The town itself was built 
on 1,346 dunums.

The town of al-Majdal suffered heavy air 
and sea attacks during the latter half of 
the 1948 war in Palestine. Israeli military 
operations (Operation Yoav, also known 
as “10 Plagues”) aimed to secure control 
over the south of Palestine and force out 
the predominant Palestinian population. 
By November 1948, more than three-
quarters of the city’s residents had fled 
to the Gaza Strip. Israel subsequently 
approved the resettlement of 3,000 Jews 
in Palestinian refugee homes in the town. 
In late 1949 Israel began to drive out the 
remaining Palestinian population using 
a combination of military force and 
administrative measures. The process 
was completed by 1951. Israel continues 
to employ similar measures in the 1967 
occupied West Bank, including eastern 
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip.

Palestinian refugees from al-Majdal now 
number over 71,000 persons, and Israel 
has Hebraized the name of their town 
as “Ashkelon.” Like millions of other 
Palestinian refugees, Majdalawis are not 
allowed to return to their homes of origin. 
Israel opposes the return of the refugees 
due to their ethnic, national and religious 
origins. al-Majdal, BADIL’s quarterly 
magazine, reports about and promotes 
initiatives aimed at achieving durable 
solutions for Palestinian refugees and 
displaced persons based on international 
law and relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations.

The new website features pages in English, 
Arabic, Spanish, Italian and French, as 
well as a variety useful pages containing 
background information, resources for visitors 
and activists, photographs, publications and 
a large document archive. Visitors can also 
search Badil’s library online. 

The new site also includes a calendar of 
relevant global events. We encourage 
organizers around the world to help keep this 
calendar updated by sending us information 
about their events and activities.

Badil has Launched its New Website

www.badil.org
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