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INTRODUCTION
BADIL's Environment in the Year 2000

In the first nine months of 2000, BADIL operated in an environment characterized by growing Palestinian
frustration. This frustration stemmed from the continuation of the Israeli occupation in the West Bank
(including eastern Jerusalem) and Gaza Strip (expansion of illegal Israeli settlements; restriction of movement
of Palestinian persons and goods; etc.) and a loss of hope in the prospects of achieving a final status settlement
with the Israeli Labor government. Israel's statements and negotiating positions - backed by the United
States and Europe - continued to defy fundamental Palestinian rights as defined by international law and UN
resolutions. While the failure of both Israeli-Syrian peace talks and the Israeli-Palestinian summit at Camp
David highlighted the fact that Israel remained unprepared for a historical political compromise, the dramatic
withdrawal of the Israeli occupation forces from most of South-Lebanon in May illustrated that Israeli
occupation forces can be removed by sustained resistance. The strong sense of the urgent need to combine
all social and political forces in order to defend basic Palestinian rights against all odds, especially those of
Palestinian refugees, contributed to the rapid growth of a world-wide, community-based Palestinian right-
of-return network whose coordinated activities peaked in May (52nd anniversary of al-Nakba) and in
September (right-of-return rallies in Washington DC, London, Lebanon and Palestine).

Israel's massive use of military force and economic repression applied against the new Palestinian uprising
(al-Aqsa Intifada) that began in late September 2000 have created an environment of extreme crisis. The
renewed popular confrontation with Israel (and the heavy cost incurred by the Palestinian people in terms of
loss of lives, injuries, gross human rights violations and economic losses) contributed to the consolidation of
the Palestinian social and political consensus concerning the requirements of a durable settlement with
Israel - a settlement which no longer appears achievable in the near future. Against the background of the
unwavering international support for Israel and the refusal of the international community to protect the
occupied Palestinian population from Israeli attacks by tanks, helicopter gunships and violent settlers, US-
led "peace efforts" lost all credibility among the Palestinian people. Such efforts are rather understood as: 1)
an attempt by the United States to contain the crisis in Israeli-Palestinian relations and to prevent it from
affecting US interests in the region, and; 2) as personal and partisan projects of the outgoing US president
and Israeli prime-minister who needed to show achievements in order to enhance their political careers.

By the end of December 2000 Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip continued to live in conditions
of military and economic siege imposed by the Israeli occupation. The popular uprising and the Palestinian
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leadership have placed the refugees' right of return - together with the demand for Palestinian sovereignty
over 1967 occupied Jerusalem - at the top of their agenda. This agenda, firmly anchored in international law
and UN resolutions, is likely to remain unattainable also in the year 2001, irrespective of whether the new
Israeli government to be elected in February will be headed by Israeli right-wing leader Ariel Sharon or
again by Labor's Ehud Barak (or Shimon Peres). A durable Israeli-Palestinian peace, and with it stability in
the Middle East, will become a concrete option only when the international community is ready to act for the
implementation of its own standards and laws in Palestine at the expense of the special status and privileges
Israel has enjoyed for 52 years.
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A. INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The convening of BADIL's first General Assembly in the hall of the 'Aida Camp Youth Activity Center on 10
March 2000 marked a new stage in the organization's institutional development. BADIL became an institution
legally owned by the community represented by a General Assembly composed of 57 activists in Palestinian
national institutions and refugee community organizations. BADIL's work is guided by a democratically
elected Board ("Administrative Council") and supervised by an elected Comptrol Committee.

Between March and September 2000 intensive efforts were made towards institutional homogenization and
the integration of BADIL's staff and its voluntary structures (Board, General Assembly, BADIL Friends
Forum). BADIL's Board and senior staff convened ten times in this period and clarified division of tasks and
authority, completed a draft of BADIL's new statutes, and engaged in joint program planning and
implementation. In this way, major program planning and decisions for the year 2001 were in place when, in
late September, regular Board meetings became impossible due to the rigid restrictions of movement imposed
as part of Israel's repressive policies against the new Palestinian uprising. Throughout the last three months
of 2000 Board affairs were coordinated by the head of BADIL's Board who was assisted by Board members
living in the Bethlehem area. Three vacant positions in BADIL's 2001 program (secretary; researcher-editor/
Resource Unit; coordinator-lawyer/Legal Unit) were staffed at the end of the year and in December BADIL
moved its offices to a new and larger location next to its old offices in order to provide sufficient work space
for all BADIL staff and program units in 2001.

BADIL finished the year 2000 with an actual budget of US $262,000 - i.e., US $50,000 less than the budget
targeted at the beginning of the year. The funding deficit was balanced by not staffing all BADIL positions,
reduced spending on non-priority projects, and by savings resulting from the discontinuation of BADIL's
previous Legal Aid Department/Residency Rights. Given the increased awareness for refugee rights in the
context of a durable solution of the Israeli-Palestinian/Arab conflict in the year 2000 we hope that adequate
funding will become available in the near future which will allow BADIL to work at full scale.

Institutional and
Program Development

I.
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B. INSTITUTIONAL AND PROGRAM ORGANIZATION

In the year 2000 administrative and program management was the responsibility of the following:

B.1 Administrative Structures

BADIL Board (elected by the General Assembly on
10 March 2000):
Head: Salem Abu Hawwash, Doura/Hebron;
Deputy Head: Tayseer Nasrallah, Yafa Cultural Center,
Balata Camp;
Secretary: Adnan Ajarmeh, Union of Youth Activity
Centers, 'Aida Camp;
Treasurer: Bassam Abu 'Aker, Youth Activity Center,
'Aida Camp;
Dr. Nayef Jarrad, Political Advisor/PNC, Tulkarem
Faisal Salameh, Popular Service Committees, Tulkarem
Camp;
Ahmad Ass'ad, Head/Palestinian National Institutions-Toubas; al-Far'ah Camp;
Afif Ghatashe, Union of Youth Activity Centers, Fawwar Camp;
Dr. 'Adnan Shehadeh, Union of Youth Activity Centers, Al-'Arroub Camp.

BADIL Oversight Committee (elected by the General Assembly on 10 March 2000):
Rajeh al-Til, Dhahariyyah/Hebron;
Samir 'Odeh, Youth Activity Center, A'ida Camp;
Wissal al-Salem, Women's Activity Center, Nur Shams Camp.

BADIL Executive Committee: composed of the Director, Admin-Finance Officer, and Unit Coordinators;
met weekly for executive program planning and supervision.

B.2 BADIL Program and Administrative Units

In the first half of the year, BADIL's program was implemented by program units set up in 1998/99:

� a Campaign Unit responsible for the implementation of BADIL's Refugee Rights and Jerusalem
Campaign;

� a Legal Aid Department / Residency Rights supervised by the Coordinator/Campaign Unit;
� a Resource Unit responsible for the production and dissemination of research, information,

and advocacy tools, as well as documentation and archiving.

A program adaptation based on BADIL's mid-term progress evaluation (see below: 3. Program Development,
page 11) left basic program units in place while leading to the closure of BADIL's Legal Aid Department/
Residency Rights. The Department was replaced by a new BADIL Legal Unit/Refugee Rights, which will
become operative in 2001. It will be supervised by the Coordinator/Resource Unit.  BADIL's Finance-
Administration Unit was responsible for fundraising and management of finances and staff according to the
guidelines set by BADIL's Board and the Executive Committee.

BADIL's first General Assembly and election of the new
Board and the Oversight Committee, 'Aida Youth Center,

March 2000
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B.3 Organizational Training

In 2000 three educational workshops for BADIL staff, employees and volunteers were organized in order
to familiarize members of BADIL with professional concepts and information developed by the specialized
units (Resource, Campaign):

� workshop in International Refugee Law with Susan Akram (February 2000);
� workshop on the history of the UNCCP led by Terry Rempel/Resource Unit (June 2000); and,
� workshop on refugee repatriation in the case of Bosnia led by BADIL research intern Katrien

van Eckhardt (October 2000).

A follow-up workshop for BADIL's Executive Committee and Board on Program Cycle Management planned
with BADIL's partner Oxfam-Solidarity had to be postponed due to other commitments by Oxfam-Solidarity.

B.4 BADIL Staff (employees and volunteers)

As in the past, BADIL remained unable to fill essential positions with employed staff in the year 2000 due
to budgetary constraints. Voluntary work thus remained essential for successful program implementation.

Between January - September BADIL operated with a staff of 7 employees and 2 contracted personnel. In
the second half of the year, the number of employees dropped further due to the decision not to staff the
vacant position of researcher-editor/Arabic (Resource Unit), and the departure of our finance-administration
officer who was replaced by our previous administrative and program secretary. BADIL's contract with
Anwar Abu Lafi (advocate) was discontinued in September following the closure of BADIL's Legal Aid
Department. New staff was hired for the position of assistant coordinator/Refugee Campaign. BADIL closed
the year 2000 with 6 employees and 2 contracted personnel. Throughout the year BADIL staff was assisted
by some 50 volunteers, including 7 internationals working with BADIL for varying periods of time.

Based on the strong local and international demand for BADIL's work and services, we decided in late 2000
to staff all vacant BADIL positions for the year 2001 (coordinator-lawyer/Legal Unit; Arabic language
researcher-editor/Resource Unit; secretary). Job advertising and interview procedures were completed in
December 2000 so that BADIL will operate fully staffed
for the first time starting from January 2001.

Administrative Unit and Management

Ingrid Jaradat Gassner, director;
Buthaina Darwish, admin-finance officer (January - October 2000);
Najwah Darwish, administrative and program secretary
(January - October); admin-finance officer (November-
December 2000);
Lama al-'Araj, secretary (volunteer; December 2000).

BADIL's young volunteers during their summer vacation,
 May 2000
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Resource & Information Unit

Terry Rempel, coordinator;
Ahmad Radwan, researcher/editor (April - August 2000);
contracted for Oral History interviews (September - December 2000);
Atallah Salem, technical support;
Eyad Jarayseh, website assistant (volunteer; January - June 2000);
Abla Darwish, assistant librarian (volunteer, March - October 2000);
Craig Hunter, research assistant (volunteer; January - June 2000);
Florence Aigner, assistant/photo archives development (volunteer, January - February 2000);
Janell Rothenbert, research assistant (volunteer; June 2000);
Jessica, Oriana, Pamela, Roger Berkley; Firas al-Nashahs; Amjad and Ghaghda al-Bandak; Majdi Khouri
(Palestinian school students volunteering during summer vacation);
Maire-Pierre Abry, research assistant (volunteer; summer 2000);
Bassem Awad, research assistant (volunteer; summer 2000);
Lama Habal research assistant (volunteer; December 2000).

Campaign Unit (Refugee Rights, Jerusalem)

Muhammad Jaradat, coordinator;
Ibrahim Abu Srour, assistant coordinator (July; September - December 2000);
Katrin van Eckhardt, assistant/research; European campaign (intern; January - October 2000);
Ashraf al-Jawabra (volunteer/community activities; August-September 2000);
Shaher Bedawi, assistant field coordinator/Northern West Bank (contract; May - December 2000);
BADIL Friends Forum: (some 40 volunteer community activists).

Legal Aid Department (discontinued in July 2000)

Anwar Abu Lafi, advocate (contract; January - September 2000).

B.5 Community Participation

BADIL efforts to recruit voluntary participation of grass-roots activists, local and international experts, and
regional and international partners have been motivated not only by the lack of adequate funding, but first of
all by our vision of BADIL as a community-based organization. In the year 2000 BADIL community and
research projects thus continued to be implemented with the voluntary assistance of members of BADIL's
General Assembly and Board, and a growing network of international experts in issues related to our research
priorities (international law; practice of repatriation and restitution). The BADIL Friends Forum, an informal
network of some 40 West Bank refugee community activists established in 1998, continued to serve as the
"long arm" of BADIL for planning and implementation of projects among the local refugee community. In
May 2000 BADIL decided to strengthen its community network by contracting a field-coordinator for the
Northern West Bank operating from the Yafa Cultural Center in Balata Camp/Nablus.
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C. PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

The year 2000 was the second year of BADIL's current three-year plan (1999-2001). Priorities and mechanisms
identified in 1999 (priority for refugee rights campaign; community participation as the mechanism) served
as guidelines for BADIL activities in 2000, and - based on our mid-term evaluation - led to major program
adaptations in the second half of the year.

C.1  Development of Refugee Rights Campaign

Already in 1999, but even more so in the year 2000, the scope and quality of BADIL's work for the promotion
of Palestinian refugee rights increased tremendously, both on the level of research / information and advocacy
/ lobby activities.

� In the first half of 2000, BADIL greatly benefited
from the legal expertise provided by Susan Akram
(Associate Professor, Boston University School of Law;
Fullbright lecturer at al-Quds University Law S c h o o l
through summer 2000). Her input enabled us to develop
legal analysis and strategies for the protection of Palestinian
refugee rights which had been widely unknown and
neglected. This expert input enriched both BADIL's
research activities and awareness raising efforts in the
community.

� The establishment of new right-of-return
initiatives in the Middle East and worldwide, as well as
rapid progress in networking and coordination among them
created a new working environment for BADIL and
increased demand for our services. Since the spring of 2000,
BADIL and its activist BADIL Friends Forum have thus
become able, for the first time, to organize activities in
coordination with an active and global partner network - a
development which significantly increased outreach and
efficiency of refugee rights advocacy efforts.

C.2  Enhancing BADIL Program Focus and Integration

The situation of strong public demand for BADIL's work on the Palestinian refugee question forced us to
allocate our limited resources almost exclusively to our Refugee Rights Campaign. By mid-2000 it was
clear that our assessment - already indicated in BADIL's 1999 annual report - had been correct: existing
BADIL resources (staff, budget) are too limited to permit a serious and professionally sound effort at
establishing a separate, community-based campaign for Palestinian rights in Jerusalem. All efforts in this
direction would necessarily remain superficial and not proceed beyond information and advocacy work

Workshop at al-Quds University on international
protection with Susan Akram of Boston University
School of Law, June 2000
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provided by other Palestinian NGOs. At the same time, BADIL staff shared a strong sense that BADIL's
Legal Aid Department/Residency Rights (organizationally part of our Jerusalem Campaign in 2000) was
costly, of little benefit to the community, and disconnected from the main program focus. Based on this
assessment presented in our mid-term report, BADIL's three-year program framework was adapted in June
2000 as following:

� Integration of Jerusalem-related residency and refugee rights issues into BADIL's Refugee
Rights Campaign (i.e., discontinuation of BADIL's Jerusalem Campaign as a separate project);

� Phasing-out of BADIL's Legal Aid Department/Palestinian Residency Rights: this process
was completed by the end of September 2000;

� Preparations for the establishment of a new BADIL Legal Unit specialized in Palestinian
refugee rights: by the end of 2000 preparations were completed and the new Legal Unit is to
be operative by January 2001.

C.3  BADIL Emergency Program (al-Aqsa Intifada, October - December 2000)

With the sudden outbreak of violence triggered by the Israeli occupation in the 1967 occupied territories in
late September 2000, BADIL - like all Palestinian institutions and NGOs - had to respond to the urgent
needs of its community. Regular program implementation and development had to give way to concerted
efforts in the framework of an ad-hoc emergency program designed in coordination with our local community
partners (BADIL Friends Forum and the Monitoring Committee established by representatives of community
organizations in the refugee camps of the southern West Bank). By means of this emergency program
BADIL facilitated relief and temporary employment for needy sectors of the refugee community, participated
in world-wide efforts at lobbying for international protection of the Palestinian people, and disseminated
news reports and background information.

At the end of December 2000, BADIL's resources were still absorbed by the emergency program. Due to the
importance of Palestinian refugees' right of return in the Palestinian agenda, emphasized by the new national
consensus created by the popular Intifada, and due to the fact that international and Israeli media and experts
have finally become aware of the fact that the right of return must be addressed in the search for a durable
solution of the historical conflict, BADIL will return to operate on the basis of its regular program by
January 2001. We thus aim to ensure that the Palestinian people in general, and its refugees in particular, will
achieve respect and implementation of their rights, and that loss of life, injury and distress suffered in the
year 2000 were not in vane.

BADIL Friends Forum meets Latin Patriarch Michel Al-Sabbah,
members of the Palestinian Legislative Council and other officials at

'Aida refugee camp, October 2000
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PROGRESS REPORT
BADIL PROJECTS

II.

A. BADIL Campaign Unit

CAMPAIGN for the
DEFENSE OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEE RIGHTS

Statement of Purpose (BADIL 3-Year Plan and 2000 Project Proposal)

Long-term aim:

Implementation of a durable solution of the Palestinian refugee question in the framework of a peaceful
settlement of the Middle East conflict, which meets the standards set by international law and UN resolutions
(especially UN Resolution 194/right of return), and is accepted as just and adequate by the refugees themselves.

Objectives:

Protect Refugee Identity in order to encounter the negative effects of marginalization on individual and
collective memory, self-esteem and rights-awareness;
Promote Refugee Unity in order to assist refugees to overcome their isolation in the respective countries of
exile; facilitate coordinated action between refugees in 1967 occupied Palestine, Israel, and the diaspora;
Empower Initiatives of Refugee Self-Organization in order to support community-based structures that can
speak out for and defend refugees' rights via the Palestinian Authority, the PLO, Israel, and the international
community.
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A.1. PROJECT ACTIVITIES & BENEFICIARIES

A.1.1  Community Awareness Raising and Empowerment

BADIL community activities in Palestine were planned and implemented with the assistance of the BADIL
Friends Forum, a consultative volunteer body composed of some 40 activists, members of organizations
and initiatives in West Bank refugee camps, and in cooperation with local, regional and international partners.

a) Education and Awareness Raising

BADIL organized/facilitated seven workshops/public debates and assisted in the organization of a series
of public hearings on Palestinian refugee choice in the framework of a durable solution held by a British
Parliamentary Mission of Inquiry in the region. Some 1,400 refugees, mainly in historic Palestine (including
Israel), but also in Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria, benefited from these activities.

Right of Return Rally of the National Society for the Defense of the Internally Displaced in Israel (Nazareth,
11 March 2000; 850 participants); BADIL and the BADIL Friends Forum assisted in logistic planning and
networking with refugee initiatives in West Bank and Lebanon; provided transportation to Nazareth for
refugees from the southern West Bank and media dissemination; distributed BADIL information materials
at the rally.

A Series of Three Workshops on International Protection of Palestinian Refugees was attended by some 120
community activists, members of Palestinian national institutions, law scholars and students. BADIL and

Susan Akram (expert in International Refugee Law,
Boston University School of Law) presented a new legal
approach for discussion and possible adoption in the
framework of Palestinian activism for refugee rights.
BADIL also provided logistics (invitations, simultaneous
translation, and hospitality), working papers and
documentation:
a) Kalandia Camp/Jerusalem (24 March 2000; 22
participants); Partner: Union of Youth Activity
Centers;
b) al-Quds University School of Law (10 June 2000; 70
participants); Partner: al-Quds University
School of Law;
c) al-'Ein Camp, Nablus (18 June 2000; 30 participants);
Partner: Yafa Cultural Center/Balata Camp.

Assistance to the British Commission of Inquiry on Palestinian Refugee Choice: A series of meetings between
the British Commission and Palestinian refugee organizations was facilitated by BADIL ('Aida Camp/
Bethlehem; Gaza; Balata Camp/Nablus, 1-3 September) and by BADIL partners (High Committee for the
Right of Return-Jordan, 'Aidun-Lebanon, 'Aidun-Syria) in Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria (4-10 September).The
British Commission (Ernie Ross, MP Labor; Nick St. Aubyn,  MP Conservatives; Neil Gerrard, MP Labor;
Menzies Campbell, MP Liberal-Democrats; Bridget Gilchrist and Maria Hold, Secretariat) gathered evidence

Workshop at Al-Quds University on international
protection, June 2000
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of Palestinian refugee preference with regard to the
appropriate durable solution of one of the world's oldest
and largest refugee problems. The Commission's report
will be presented to European governments and the
European Union, as well as to Israel and the PLO, in
order to remind the international community of its
responsibility to provide a proper mechanism for the
implementation of refugee choice. Over 100
representatives of refugee organizations and Palestinian
political parties in Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria,
including members of the Palestinian Legislative
Council (PLC) and the Palestinian National Council
(PNC), as well as delegates of the National Committee
for the Defense of the Rights of the Internally Displaced
in Israel testified that their preferred option was return
to their homes and properties located in Israel and answered the questions raised by the British Commission.
BADIL provided professional advice to the Commission as well as logistic assistance (coordination with
refugee organizations in Palestine and the region, translation services).

A Series of Public Lectures with Dr. Salman Abu Sitta (Palestinian researcher, Kuwait): "The Right of
Return of Palestinian Refugees and Challenges after Camp David II" was held in Balata Camp/Nablus,
Kalandia Camp/Jerusalem, and al-'Arroub Camp/Hebron (2-4 September) with the participation of some
300 refugee community activists. The lectures were organized in cooperation with the Youth Activity Centers
of the camps of Balata, Kalandia, al-'Arroub. They served to exchange information about the impact of the
Camp David negotiations on refugee rights and to follow-up on previous (1999) discussions about strategies
for the defense of individual refugee rights (property claims, etc.). BADIL organized logistics and hospitality.

BADIL, in cooperation with partners organized two study tours for Palestinian refugees, which were
attended by some 650 refugees of all generations from Palestine and Lebanon.

Study Tour to 1948 Depopulated Palestinian Villages (Beit Natif, Zakariyya, Beit Jibrin; 14 May): This tour
was organized in the framework of the annual al-Nakba commemorations in cooperation with the BADIL
Friends Forum-Southern West Bank and al-Rou'ah (Shepherds') TV-Bethlehem. One-hundred and fifty
refugees of Deheishe, 'Aida, 'Azza Camps/Bethlehem (eye-witnesses of the 1948 eviction, younger adults
and children) originating from the above villages were offered a possibility to learn from eyewitnesses about
the circumstances of their eviction in 1948, to examine the current situation of their homes and lands, and to
express their yearning to return to them. BADIL was responsible for logistics (invitations, buses), selected
local guides (first generation refugees), and invited Palestinian members of Knesset and press to accompany
the tour. Local and international media reported about this event. (See also below: Media Projects, page 16)

Visit to the Border Fence with Lebanon (29 July): This visit, conducted after the Israeli withdrawal from
South-Lebanon, aimed to allow refugees from Lebanon and Palestine to meet at the border in order to
exchange news, re-establish contacts and social ties, and express their demand to return home to their villages
and lands. The visit was co-organized with the BADIL Friends Forum-Northern and Southern West Bank,
Aidun-Lebanon, and the Children and Youth Center/Shatila Camp, Beirut. Over 500 youth and children
from both sides of the border fence journeyed by bus to meet and to exchange gifts and materials for the
Campaign for the Defense of Palestinian Refugee Rights. The Israeli military set up a roadblock to prevent

British Commission of Inquiry Hearing at 'Aida Youth
Activity Center, September 2000

'
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refugees from the West Bank from reaching the fence
at Fatima Gate. Youngsters from both sides, however,
communicated via a megaphone, and by shouting and
waving at each other, and - prevented from meeting
physically - exchanged their feelings and hopes via
email. BADIL provided buses in Palestine and arranged
logistics with partners in Lebanon and the local TV
station. The journey was video recorded by al-Rou'ah
TV, broadcast in the southern West Bank and in the
Nablus area, and reported by numerous local and
international radio and TV stations.

BADIL and partners conducted three media
projects with Palestinian radio and TV stations
reaching a Palestinian audience of more than 20,000
in Palestine, Jordan and Lebanon.

Weekly Radio Series on Refugee Issues: The program entitled "Natreen 'Awda" (Waiting to Return) was
edited and moderated by a volunteer journalist, member of the BADIL Friends Forum. It was broadcast,
starting from 25 February 2000, as a 12-part series by Radio Bethlehem 2000 on Sundays between 16:30 and
17:30. It covered on a weekly basis: initiatives and events relevant to Palestinian refugees (i.e., al-Nakba
commemoration; refugees in Lebanon); reports about villages of origin (interviews with eye-witnesses of
the 1948 displacement) and current social issues in the refugee camps; political news and interviews with
Palestinian politicians and veteran activists (i.e., representatives of the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO), Palestinian Authority (PA), Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC), Union of Youth Activity Centers).
The program reached an audience of thousands of mainly young listeners in the Bethlehem-Jerusalem area.

Voice of Palestine Radio Series about the Palestinian Refugee Question: This program, prepared in cooperation
with the Yafa Cultural Center (Balata Camp, Nablus) and the official Voice of Palestine Radio, was broadcast on
Sundays at 23:00 as a 12-part series (starting from 31-5-2000; content similar as above). BADIL assisted in
program planning, provided background information, and covered expenses arising for Yafa Cultural Center.
Despite the late broadcasting hour, it is estimated that the program reached tens of thousands of listeners in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as well as in Jordan and Lebanon.

Local TV-Series on Refugee "Return Visit" to Beit Natif-Zakariyya-Beit Jibrin: The program, based on
BADIL's refugee study tour to the three Palestinian
villages depopulated in 1948, was prepared in
partnership with al-Rou'ah TV/Bethlehem. BADIL
provided logistic assistance and contributed to
production expenses. It was broadcast as a seven-part
series between 16 - 23 May 2000 in the framework of
the public Nakba commemorations and reached an
audience of at least 15,000 in the Bethlehem-
Jerusalem-Hebron area.

Visit to the Lebanese border to meet partners from
refugee camps in Lebanon, July 2000

Study tour/visit to the village of  Lifta, July 2000



17

BADIL Annual Report 2000

b) Training of Refugee Activists

BADIL organized two English language training courses for 19 refugee community activists:

Advanced Course for Activists in the Southern West Bank (16 credit hours, February - April 2000; 6 students)
conducted by Dr. 'Adnan Shehadeh (Polytechnic-Hebron; resident of al-'Arroub Camp): students were trained
in advanced English understanding, reading, writing, and presentation of working papers. BADIL covered
teacher's fees, training materials (selected BADIL documents and video documentaries), office space, and
recommended participants as speakers to international workshops and conferences.

Beginners' Course for Women Activists in al-Am'ari Camp/Ramallah (20 hours/3 weeks, August-September
2000; 13 students) conducted by Ramadan Sharqawi (translator, resident of al-Am'ari Camp). BADIL
contributed teacher's fees and training materials. This course, organized in partnership with the Union of
Women Activity Centers benefited women involved in community organizations in and around al-Am'ari
Camp. Students were trained in basic comprehension of English texts dealing with the Palestinian refugee
issue and in speaking and expressing their opinion about this topic.

c) Community Empowerment and Lobbying: Facilitation and Support of Refugee
Community Initiatives

Based on recommendations made by the BADIL Friends Forum, BADIL provided office equipment,
volunteers, logistic, material and small-scale financial support, as well as assistance in planning and media
dissemination to more than 30 community initiatives serving a constituency of thousands of Palestinian
refugees in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and in 1948 Palestine/Israel. Initiatives were selected based on their
ability to contribute actively to concerted efforts at lobbying for Palestinian refugee rights and/or their
urgent need for one-time assistance for a project considered an important contribution to community-

capacity building. In mid-2000 BADIL decided to strengthen
the local community activist network in the West Bank by means
of an additional permanent coordination office hosted by the Yafa
Cultural Center in Balata Camp/Nablus. In the year 2000, BADIL
assisted the following refugee initiatives:

Community-Lobbying for Refugee Rights

Rallying and Public Reception of the Pope in Deheishe Camp/
Bethlehem (23 March 2000): Five hundred BADIL Information
Packets/Right of Return; logistic and financial support to the
Popular Service Committee; 200 Information Packets to the
Bethlehem 2000 Committee;

Public Donation Campaign for Palestinian Refugee Children
in Iraq conducted by the Union of Youth Activity Centers
(financial contribution);

Study tour/visit  to the village of Zakariyya,
May 2000
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Participation of a Member of the Women Counseling Center/Bethlehem at the International Conference
on the Right of Return (Boston, 8 April 2000): assistance in preparation of working paper; contribution to
travel expenses; (see below: 1.2 Regional-International Networking, page 22)

Public Commemoration of the Anniversary of al-Nakba 1948 (May 2000):
� "Return March" in Balata Camp (logistic and financial support to the Follow-up Committee for the 52nd
Anniversary of al-Nakba/Northern West Bank);
� Children's art and theater workshop (financial contribution to Jelazoun Camp Committee for the 52
Anniversary of al-Nakba);
� Refugee children photo exhibition at Birzeit and al-Najah University in May-June 2000 (BADIL photo
contribution to Yafa Cultural Center/Balata Camp);

"Right-of-Return Memorandum" to Palestinian Leadership (PNC, PLC; June 2000): some 60
Palestinian institutions and refugee organizations and more than 1,000 individuals signed a memorandum
initiated by the Follow-Up Committee of the 52nd Anniversary of al-Nakba. The memorandum demanding
a firm Palestinian position based on UN Resolution 194 was presented to the PNC, PLC, and the PLO
Central Council by a delegation of representatives of refugee organizations and political parties. (BADIL
provided logistic support.);

Popular Rallies for the Right of Return during Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations at Camp David (July
2000): BADIL provided logistic support to popular rallies, marches, petitions and statements organized in
order to affirm Palestinian refugees' demand for the implementation of UN Resolution 194 (See also box
beside).

"Right-of-Return Rallies"/Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Massacre of Sabra and Shatila
(September 2000) coordinated by the world-wide al-'Awda network (Washington, London, Lebanon, Jordan,
and historic Palestine): BADIL contributed logistic and financial support to rallies and marches organized
by the BADIL Friends Forum-Southern and Northern West Bank and covered bulldozer fees for the preparation
of the site of the Memorial of the Victims of the Sabra and Shatila Massacre in 'Aida Camp (See also box).

Capacity-Building: Community Initiatives and Organizations

� National Society for the Defense of the Internally Displaced in Israel (logistic and financial support
to activities);

� 'Aida Camp School (contribution to the repair of school windows);

� Deheishe School (contribution to the purchase of school loudspeakers);

� Youth Activity Center / 'Aida Camp (financial contribution to hall repair);

� Local Committee for the Handicapped/Deheishe Camp (notebooks, pens and pencils);

� "Handala" - Beit Jibrin Cultural Center / 'Azza Camp (books for children's library, financial
contribution; publicity for opening ceremony on 9 June 2000);
� 'Oud Sports Team / 'Aida-'Azza-Deheishe Camps (contribution to outfits/football team);

� Women's Activity Center/al-Am'ari Camp (contribution to folklore choir);

� Palestinian Prisoners' Club (milk donation to political prisoners on hunger strike);

� Women's Center, al-'Ein Camp/Camp No.1 (contribution to hospitality/workshop);

� UNRWA schools' summer camps and summer camps organized by refugee organizations (Right-
of-Return T-shirts and hats to camps organized in Ramallah, al-'Arroub Camp, Balata Camp, a.o.);
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Right-of -Return Rallies in Palestine, 15-16 September 2000

"NO PEACE without our RIGHT OF RETURN!" -
WE WILL NEVER FORGET the VICITMS OF SABRA and SHATILA!"

"No Peace without our Right of Return" was the message conveyed by more than 4,000 refugees and
internally displaced Palestinians in three Right-of-Return Marches organized in historical Palestine on
15-16 September in coordination with similar rallies and marches held by the Palestinian diaspora in
Lebanon, Europe and the United States.

In Haifa, more than 800 internally displaced Palestinians, representatives of Palestinian political parties,
NGOs and Palestinian MKs marched on Friday, 15 July from the city center towards Haifa's historical
Arab neighborhoods, whose houses - home to many Palestinian refugees - have remained expropriated
by Israel until today.

On Saturday, 16 July some 3,000 Palestinian refugees in the 1967 Israeli occupied West Bank held two
Right-of-Return Marches in Balata Camp, Nablus and in Bethlehem. The marches organized by popular
refugee organizations, were joined by Palestinian parliamentarians (PLC), representatives of political
parties, public institutions and NGOs.

The Right-of-Return March in Bethlehem, organized by refugee organizations in the southern West Bank
refugee camps (al-Fawwar, al-'Arroub, Deheishe, 'Aida, Beit Jibrin/'Azza), moved northward on the
Jerusalem-Hebron road. Starting at the memorial of the Palestinian martyrs of the Intifada in Deheishe
Camp, some 1,000 demonstrators - including numerous children - carried black flags and signs reminding
of the 1982 massacre at the Sabra and Shatila Camps in Beirut and transparents stating the refugees'
demand to return to their original homes and properties.

Upon their arrival at A'ida Refugee Camp, the demonstrators gathered in a rally on the border of the
camp, right next to the newly-opened Bethlehem Intercontinental Hotel. Camp children read out letters
received from children of Shatila Camp (Beirut), a greeting address sent by 'Aidun-Syria, and the statement
of the Right-of-Return Rally in the Southern West Bank. The rally was closed with a short ceremony in
which the new "Memorial for the Victims of the Massacres at Sabra and Shatilla and the Palestinian
Exile", established in 'Aida Camp on a plot provided by the Islamic Waqf, was presented to the public […]

[Excerpt from BADIL press release, 16 September 2000]

"DON'T RETURN from CAMP DAVID WITHOUT THE RIGHT OF RETURN!"

On 12 July, some 3000 Palestinian refugees from the southern West Bank camps marched from Deheishe
refugee camp to Manger Square in Bethlehem to demand that Palestinian negotiators at Camp David
uphold the right of return and remind the negotiators and the entire international community that no one
has the right to compromise the refugees' right of return to their homes and lands. A joint statement
released by popular organizations of the southern refugee camps stated that the negotiators should not
bother returning if they bring anything less than the right of return. "We are going home - home to Palestine.
Our olive trees and oranges await us. We will not accept anything less no matter who signs the next of the
infinite agreements."

[…] The Bethlehem area march was part of a series of popular refugee initiatives throughout the West
Bank and Gaza since the opening of the Camp David negotiations earlier this week… The popular refugee
initiatives underline the fact that what is needed for a durable solution for Palestinian refugees, and the
broader Israeli-Arab conflict, is not political creativity, but rather the application of the standards and
principles of international law, including the right of return […]

[Excerpt from BADIL press release, 13 July 2000]
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al-Aqsa Intifada:
BADIL Emergency Program (1 October - 31 December 2000)

Palestinian refugees have been strongly effected by Israel's military and economic policies applied in the
past three months in order to suppress the Palestinian uprising. Due to their vicinity to Israeli military
installations, settlements and by-pass roads, the refugee camps of 'Askar/Nablus, 'Aida and Beit Jibrin/
Bethlehem, 'Aqbat Jaber/Jericho, Shati, Jabalya, Rafah and Khan Younis/Gaza have become regular
targets of Israeli attacks by heavy weapons - rockets, shells, 500mm and 800mm ammunition fired from
high-caliber automatic weapons, tanks, and gun-ship helicopters - in addition to attacks perpetrated by
Israeli settlers which have been recorded also in al-Fawwar Camp/Hebron. Damages to family homes
caused by indiscriminate Israeli shelling are especially large in the densely built-up refugee camps,
where makeshift constructions are less resistant to attacks by heavy Israeli ammunition and missiles,
and shock and anxiety attacks, especially among the children and elderly, spread among the whole
crowded camp population.

Palestinian refugees, especially camp refugees, are a landless, economically marginalized population.
Owning no means of subsistence, they are completely dependent upon income from employment and
labor. Israel's closure of its labor market to Palestinians, as well as restrictions on movement within the
occupied territories have thus an especially devastating impact on refugee families, whose limited savings
are rapidly consumed in times of unemployment. According to the Office of the UN Special Coordinator
for the Occupied Territories (UNSCO), at least 40 percent of the labor force in the 1967 occupied territories

� al-Rouwwad Children's Theater / 'Aida Camp (purchase of travel bags for trip to Sweden and
Denmark);
� Baladi Dancing Group/Beit Jala (contribution to visa expenses for trip to international youth festival,
France);
� Video documentary on the history of Deir Aban village (contribution to production costs);

� al-'Arroub Youth Activity Center (contribution to purchase of chairs/lectures);

� Tulkarem Youth Activity Center (contribution to purchase of chairs);

� Campaign "School Equipment for Orphan Children" in Balata Camp (donation to Yafa Cultural
Center);
� Union of Youth Activity Centers/headquarters, Kalandia Camp (two international volunteers provided
for administrative assistance by World Vision);
� Shahida Amal Center, A'ida Camp (volunteer English teacher, BADIL intern provided by Oxfam-
Solidarity, Belgium);
� 'Aida Camp Boys' School (donation of used photocopy machine);

� Educational film screenings organized by refugee community organizations in the Bethlehem area
(BADIL video projector).

In response to the existential crisis resulting from the violent Israeli repression of the al-Aqsa Intifada in late
September 2000, BADIL and the BADIL Friends Forum designed an Emergency Program which aimed to
address both the urgent need of the West Bank refugee camp community for income and relief and the
ongoing need for awareness raising and mobilization for refugee rights. BADIL's community support projects
were adapted to include, among others, the facilitation of a temporary Camp Employment Project (benefiting
800 refugee families) and emergency support to refugee camp institutions and committees (benefiting
refugees living in the camps of the southern West Bank.  [For details see box below: BADIL Emergency
Program]
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is currently unemployed, causing economic distress to 45.5 percent of the population. It is expected that
by the end of December, the poverty rate (less than US 2.1 consumption per person per day) will rise to
31.8 percent, as compared to 21.1 percent in September 2000. Although exact figures are not yet available,
it must be assumed that the poverty rate among the refugee population is even higher.

The Emergency Program designed by BADIL and its community partners aimed to address both the
urgent needs of the refugee community in the West Bank refugee camps and the ongoing need for
awareness raising and mobilization for refugee rights. BADIL's community support projects were thus
made to include:

Facilitation of Camp Employment Projects: In response
to the urgent request of the Monitoring Committee formed
by representatives of the refugee camps in the southern
West Bank (al-Fawwar, al-'Arroub, Deheishe, 'Aida, Beit
Jibrin), the UNDP provided US $50,000 to be paid as
salaries to unemployed refugees hired for temporary
infrastructure and restoration work in the camps. BADIL
provided staff to assist the Monitoring Committee with
project coordination in the camps and contributed additional
funds urgently required for salaries and the purchase of
work tools and materials, which refugee organizations were
unable to raise.  Between 11 November and 31 December,
800 refugees who lost their previous job could thus be
temporarily and partially re-employed in five-day shifts with
a salary of NIS 250 (some US $62) for each shift.

Assistance to Camp Institutions: Community organizing and public activities in the framework of the al-
Aqsa Intifada have put enormous strain on the scarce resources of community institutions in the refugee
camps which have hosted emergency committees and crisis centers. Aiming to facilitate the efforts of the
local refugee community, BADIL provided financial support as well as office space, equipment, and
stationary to organizations and initiatives in need and assisted the Monitoring Committee in receiving
relief (food, clothing) provided by the Palestinian community of Deir Hanna (1948 Palestine/Israel) to
Palestinian refugees in the Bethlehem district.

Data Gathering Project - Israeli Repression and the Refugee Community: While the fact that Palestinian
refugees, as an especially vulnerable and unprotected group of the Palestinian people, are strongly effected
by Israel's military and economic repression has been established in various NGO and UN reports, statistical
data about the specific impact of the current crisis on Palestinian refugees are not available. BADIL has
launched an effort at systematic gathering of relevant data, which will serve to support future advocacy for
specific international refugee protection and the implementation of Palestinian refugees' right of return,
restitution and compensation.

Lobbying and Awareness-Raising for Effective International Protection of the Palestinian People,
including Refugees:
In early October 2000, BADIL joined a concerted effort of Palestinian and international NGOs to lobby
Arab and western governments and the United Nations for rapid and efficient intervention, based on UN
resolutions and international law. BADIL briefed the Special Rapporteur to the UN Commission on Human
Rights (13-10), lobbied for an immediate Special Session of the Commission, and addressed the Emergency
Arab Summit convened in Cairo (20 to 22-10). Following the Special Session of the UN Commission on
Human Rights (Geneva, 16 to 17-10; Resolution E/CN.4/S-5/1 ), BADIL presented its analysis and
recommendations to UN High Commissioner Mary Robinson at a joint meeting of NGOs in the framework
of her fact finding mission to Palestine (13-11).

��Petition for International Protection, Implementation of the Palestinian Right to Self Determination and
Refugees' Right of Return signed by over 16,000

Opening of Handala Cultural Center, Al-'Azza camp,
June 2000
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A.1.2 Regional-International Networking and Advocacy

BADIL continued its effort to improve regional networking among refugee rights initiatives in the Middle
East and to facilitate the formation of an efficient, worldwide network for the defense of Palestinian refugee
rights, especially in Europe and North America.

The following activities organized by BADIL and our partners served regional and international NGO
strategy-development, the development of an activist network, and the implementation of the first
joint advocacy and lobby activities.

a) Dissemination of BADIL Information Packet/Right of Return (English and Arabic)

In addition to information and advocacy materials regularly disseminated via the internet, BADIL undertook
a special effort to achieve wide dissemination of its advocacy oriented Information Packet/Right of Return.
Produced in cooperation with Palestinian refugee rights initiatives and experts in the Middle East, 550
Packets - including background information and campaign guidelines - were distributed in coordination
with international partners at the "Right of Return" Conference, Boston/USA (8 April 2000); UN Conference
on Refugee Question/NGO Meeting (Paris, 28 April); "European Advocacy Week" (7 - 14 May, Brussels);
UN Conference on a Peaceful Settlement of the Palestine Conflict (Athens, 23 May); Sabeel Conference
(June 1 - 2, Washington DC).

Deeply concerned by the hesitation of the international community to enforce its own law and resolutions
versus the Israeli occupation, Media Alternatives on Palestine (MAP), BADIL and the BADIL Friends
Forum launched a renewed appeal to UN High Commissioner Mary Robinson demanding rapid international
action for the protection of Palestinian rights. The appeal was endorsed, within nine days, by over 3000
residents and refugees - student and community activists, teachers and politicians and their unions,
NGOs, and community organizations - in occupied Palestine and Jordan, and by more than 13,000
academics and professionals, Palestinian expatriates, solidarity and human rights activists and their
organizations in Arab countries, Europe, Asia, and the United States. The appeal was submitted to the
UN High Commissioner on Human Rights on 23 November 2000.

��29 November 2000: International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People
BADIL and the BADIL Friends Forum marked the 22nd anniversary of the International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinian People with visits to Palestinian public institutions, local authorities, and camp institutions
in the southern and northern West Bank. During these visits, BADIL delegations distributed hundreds of
information packets including briefs on the legal framework and models of international protection, fact
sheets and press releases on the Israeli repression and the popular uprising, a map of Palestinian
communities depopulated and destroyed in 1948 (Salman Abu Sitta, 2000), and the Palestinian flag.

��11 December 2000: Anniversary of UN Resolution 194
Palestinian Refugees' right of return, restitution and compensation, and the right to self-determination in
a sovereign state with Jerusalem as its capital are Palestinian rights and demands which will form the
cornerstone of all future negotiations over a durable solution of the historical Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
This was the message expressed in a joint statement issued by Aidun-Lebanon, Aidun-Syria, BADIL, the
Return Committee-Jordan, Palestine Right-Of-Return coalitions in Europe and the United States (al-
Awda), the Society for the Rights of the Internally Displaced in Israel, and refugee organizations in the
1967 occupied territories, on the occasion of the 52nd anniversary of UN Resolution 194. BADIL marked
this anniversary also with a fact-finding visit through 'Aida and 'Azza Refugee Camps/Bethlehem where
family homes were severely damaged by Israeli missile attacks. Some 20 journalists and staff of diplomatic
missions and international organizations participated in this event.
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b) Facilitation/Participation in International Activism-oriented Conferences,
Advocacy and Lobby Activities

BADIL participated and presented working papers at international conferences/workshops:

� International Conference on the Right of Return (Trans-Arab Institute (TARI), Boston, 8 April 2000;
approximately 1,000 participants); BADIL representative: Ingrid Jaradat Gassner/Director. The
conference resulted in a new networking and advocacy effort in the United States and Canada and the
establishment of a world-wide Palestine Right-of-Return Coalition (al-'Awda);

� CPAP Symposium on the Palestinian Refugee Question (Washington DC, 10 April 2000; some 30
participants); BADIL representative: Ingrid Jaradat Gassner/Director;

� "Realities of Life in an Unresolved Conflict" (Heinrich Boell Foundation, Berlin, 24 June 2000);
BADIL representative: Salem Abu Hawwash/Head of Board. The seminar was accompanied by
meetings with the Palestinian community and solidarity activists in Germany;

� "The Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process" (Arab Cause Solidarity Committee/CSCA, Madrid, 30
September - 1 October 2000); BADIL representative: Dr. 'Adnan Shehadeh/member of Board. The
seminar was accompanied by meetings with the Spanish press and solidarity activists in Spain.

"Right of Return Advocacy Week" in Belgium (May 7 - 14, 2000):
A BADIL delegation composed of Muhammad Jaradat/Coordinator Campaigns and Susan Akram (Boston
University School of Law) and assisted by Oxfam-Solidarity and the ECCP briefed members of the European
parliament and the European Commission, as well as Belgian parliamentarians and government officials on
the importance of a solution to the Palestinian refugee question based on international law and UN Resolution
194. Working relations with Palestine lobbies in the Belgian and European parliament were established; a
draft resolution calling for action by the Belgian government was submitted; BADIL's delegation gave
interviews to the Belgian press and participated in a coordination meeting with ENIP (coordinating committee
of European NGO networks).

*South-South Exchange Project: Palestinian Refugee Women & Refugee Women from the Western Sahara
(BADIL in cooperation with Oxfam-Solidarity/Belgium, Union of Women's Activity Centers/West Bank,
National Union of Sahrawi Women). This project had to be cancelled when, due to the violent crisis in
Palestine in late 2000, refugees in Palestine were no longer able to host the delegation of Western Sahara
women scheduled to arrive to the West Bank in October 2000.

c) Organization of the First Regional Strategy Workshop for Palestinian Right-of-
Return Initiatives

BADIL took responsibility for the organization of logistics, fundraising (in cooperation with TARI) and the
preparation of the final report (forthcoming in 2001) of the first strategy workshop attended by 18
representatives of 12 major partners in the world-wide Right-of-Return network established in the
course of 1998 - 2000. [For details see box next page: Concluding Resolutions of the Cyprus Workshop]

BADIL contributed to the organization of three international legal expert workshops which provided the
basis for the establishment of BADIL's Legal Unit/Refugee Rights in the second half of the year (See
also report: 4. BADIL Legal Project 2000, page 43).
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Concluding Resolutions from the Workshop on
Strategies for the Defense of Palestinian Refugee Rights

Cyprus 6-10 October 2000

Badil Resource Center and the Trans-Arab Research Institute (TARI) convened, in coordination with
'Aidun Group - Lebanon, the Right of Return Coalition in Europe, and in consultation with 'Aidun Group
- Syria, the Society for the Defense of the Internally Displaced, the Committee for the Right of Return in
Jordan and other organizations, committees and groups active in the field of the defense of the Palestinian
Right of Return in occupied 1948 Palestine, 1967 occupied Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, North
America and Europe a meeting in Cyprus between 6-10 October 2000 with the following aims:

(1) To establish a unified position and strategy based on the working papers presented in the workshop;
(2) To finalize a work plan for the defense of the Palestinian right of return that is appropriate for each
refugee community;
(3) To empower and strengthen current cooperation and coordination mechanisms in order to improve
the effectiveness of organizations working in this field.

Conclusions reached regarding principles, cooperation and the means to empower comprehensive
public initiatives inside and outside Palestine in the framework of a campaign for the defense of Palestinian
refugee rights include:

Positions and Principles:

1. The right of our people to return to our homes and properties is a historic and sacred right
rooted in principles of justice and natural rights. It is based on the principles of international law including
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In this context UN Resolution 194 reaffirms the right of
Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and properties and to be compensated for their suffering
during the years of exile. These two rights are two separate, equal rights based on international law.
Compensation is not a substitute for return. Presenting compensation as an alternative is inconsistent
with UN Resolution 194 and the larger body of international law, and aims to promote resettlement,
extinguish refugee rights, and thus turn the page on our rights forever. We emphasize that the right to
return is not only built on UN Resolution 194, but is rooted in our national values and our historic right in
Palestine. The right to return is an inalienable right. It is not subject to negotiations, bargaining, or
opinion polls. It is opposed to all projects for the resettlement, integration, dissolution, and scattering of
the Palestinian people.

2. The participants affirm that the framework for the refugee issue is based on the unity of the
people to their land. They reject all attempts to divide the refugee issue, regardless of reason or
circumstance.

3. The participants affirm that the language of return is both political and legal. They reject all
attempts to discard refugee rights, and aim to reinforce the ability of refugees to defend the right of
return.

4. The language of return is a unifying language that should be understood in the framework of
national rights and the national consensus. It does not conflict with other forms of struggle.
5. The participants affirm the importance of the Arab dimension, supported by the Islamic world,
in unifying the language of the right of return both on the official and popular levels.

6. The participants affirm the importance of maintaining the UN Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA), as a witness of Zionist crimes committed against our people, and because the Agency
embodies the international political and moral responsibility for creating and resolving the Palestinian
refugee issue. UNRWA services must be maintained until the refugees return to their original homes
and properties.
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7. The participants demand international and temporary protection for Palestinian refugees, a
status accorded under international law to other refugees, because UNRWA's mandate does not include
refugee protection.

8. The participants affirm the importance of working to enter the term al-Awda (Return) into foreign
language dictionaries, as has happened with the terms Nakba and Intifada.

Action:

1. The participants agreed that the workshop will be held annually and that other organizations
should be invited in order to expand the movement for the defense of the right of return in other areas.
The right of return coalition in Europe will be responsible for organizing the next workshop.

2. Badil will be responsible for coordination between participants in the workshop. This coordination
should be expanded through the internet and other media in order to disseminate popular information on
the right of return and exchange experiences from activities in the field.
3. European, American, Palestine, and Arab country partners will take the responsibility for organizing
joint activities during major national events, such as Land Day, the anniversary of al-Nakba and the
Sabra and Shatila massacre, and the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.

4. Summer camps, including children and youth from Palestine and the diaspora, will be organized jointly
in order to show Palestine (Land and People), and expose children and youth, emotionally and mentally,
to the culture of Return.

5. The participants will work to empower al-Awda initiatives and networks in each area, as a necessary
first step towards coordination at the global level.

6. The Right of Return Coalitions in Europe and North America will work on preparing solidarity visits
and fact finding tours for politicians, journalists and parliamentarians in order to highlight the
situation of refugees in Palestine and the diaspora, and to draw attention to the struggle of the internally
displaced Palestinians in 1948 Palestine/Israel.

Concerning current international plans to extinguish the right of return, we affirm that this historical, sacred
right is inalienable. It is not subject to negotiations or bargaining. It is the right of successive Palestinian
generations. In this context, we strongly condemn the position of the United States, which supports Israel
and is hostile to the rights of our people, foremost the right of return to our original homeland and properties.

WE WILL RETURN!

BADIL; National Society for the Defense of the Internally Displaced; Committee for the Defense of
Palestinian Refugee Rights-Palestine; Union of Youth Activity Centers-Palestine Refugee Camps; 'Aidun
Group-Syria; 'Aidun Group-Lebanon; High Committee for the Defense of the Right of Return-Jordan;
Right of Return Coalition-Europe; Yafa Cultural Center-Balata Camp/Nablus; Union of Women Activity
Centers-West Bank; Popular Committees-West Bank and Gaza Refugee Camps; Right of Return Coalition
(al-'Awda) - North America.

Cyprus 10 October 2000

Workshop on Legal Strategies and Representation (Brussels, 13 - 18 January 2000; partners: 'Aidun-Lebanon,
Oxfam-Solidarity-Belgium; 20 participants; Palestinians in Lebanon, Kuwait, Palestine and Europe; European
solidarity activists): BADIL composed a delegation of two legal experts (Susan Akram, Lex Takkenberg)
who triggered a first exchange of opinion and ideas about possible future legal strategies towards international
refugee protection and property claims.

Two Follow-up Meetings for the Establishment of a Legal Support Team in Europe
Assisted by our European partners (ECCP, Oxfam-Solidarity), BADIL and its legal consultant (Susan Akram)
held a first work meeting with eight international law experts in Brussels (9-5-2000). A second meeting, in
which BADIL proposed a work plan for joint legal action for Palestinian refugee rights, was held in Brussels
on July 1, 2000.
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A.1.3 Oral History Project

During the first three months of 2000, the work plan for this project was redesigned in order to provide for
better integration into BADIL's community work. According to the new work plan, oral history documentation
will be gathered village by village in close cooperation with community organizations in the camps. The
documentation process includes several stages:

� selected interviews with knowledgeable first-generation refugees;
� collective refugee study tour to the village;
� collective follow-up discussion in the camp;
� if necessary, selected follow-up interviews.

The project is to start documentation in the Jerusalem area. BADIL's team received advice of external
experts (Dr. Lena Jayoussi, researcher; Dr. May Seikaly/Wayne University, USA), and oral history
documentation was begun with interviews with refugees of the Lifta village/Jerusalem in April 2000. Between
April-September 2000, 19 interviews with eyewitnesses of the 1948 displacement of Lifta (aged between
60-90 years) were completed. A community visit to the village site organized by the Lifta Associaton was
accompanied and recorded by BADIL. 28 additional interviews with selective eyewitnesses of the
displacement of other Palestinian communities (i.e., Umm al-Zeinat, Bayt Nabala, Bayt 'Atab, al-Lyd, Yafa,
al-Na'ani, 'Annan, al-Dawayma) were conducted, until the violent crisis in the last trimester of 2000 interrupted
the documentation efforts.

In the fall of 2000, BADIL decided to transfer responsibility for future oral history documentation and
archiving to its Resource Unit, in order to allow its Refugee Campaign team to focus on its awareness
raising and advocacy tasks (See also report: BADIL Resource Project, page 35).

A.2. ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS - REFUGEE RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

In 1999, BADIL had worked hard, and without an international support network, in order to convince
veteran solidarity groups and human rights organizations in the region and the world that Palestinian refugees
are able and determined to stand up for their rights, and that their demand for implementation of the right of
return was soundly based in international law and state practice.

The situation of relative isolation and marginalization of refugee rights work changed rapidly in the year
2000, when significant progress could be achieved with the formation of a sound, rights-based official
Palestinian position on refugee rights on the one hand, and the establishment of a world-wide Palestine
right-of-return network on the other. In 2000, BADIL thus shares the optimism of its partners that past and
current efforts can achieve recognition of the need for a rights-based approach to the solution of the Palestinian
refugee question. This optimism, however, remains overshadowed by the insistence of international policy
makers, especially the governments of the United States and Europe, and Israel, in a "rapid deal" outside the
framework of international law and UN resolutions, which - if imposed on the Palestinian leadership - will
prevent a durable solution of the Israeli-Palestinian/Arab conflict for years to come.

While we attribute the rapid growth of the campaign for Palestinian refugee rights very much to the effort of
numerous Palestinian and international partners and the popular Palestinian uprising against the Israeli
occupation in the 1967 occupied territories, we have sufficient reason to believe that BADIL's efforts have
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also helped create a new situation where, at the end of the year 2000, Palestinian refugees' right of return is
for the first time a focus of international attention.

At the end of 2000, BADIL assesses its achievements and shortcomings as following:

A.2.1  Awareness Raising and Empowerment of Refugee Community Initiatives
in Palestine

Indicator a): Growth of the network of refugee community initiatives cooperating with BADIL in the West
 Bank, Gaza, and Israel

In the year 2000 BADIL maintained cooperation, on a regular basis, with some 40 refugee grass-roots
activists, members of major camp organizations in the West Bank (BADIL Friends Forum), and the National
Society for the Defense of the Rights of the Internally Displaced in 1948 Palestine/Israel. The mechanism of
coordination, however, remained largely informal, the only exception being regular (biweekly) meetings of
the BADIL Friends Forum-Southern West Bank. Efficiency of communication and coordination improved
following the opening of a permanent coordination office in the northern West Bank (Yafa Cultural Center/
Balata Camp, Nablus). Although coordination was maintained during in October-December 2000 (al-Aqsa
Intifada), joint action was severely hampered by Israeli military closures and violence, which made physical
movement across confined areas almost impossible.

Recruiting of new members to the BADIL Friends Forum was achieved in part. Efforts which focused on the
establishment of BADIL Friends-Gaza (coordination meeting in summer, participation of the Popular
Committees-Gaza at the regional workshop in Cyprus), were interrupted by the crisis resulting from the
violent conflict in the last quarter of the year, and must be continued in 2001.

Indicator b): Recruitment of refugee women activists to the local community network

A core group of women community activists was identified, and cooperation with refugee women
organizations in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was established (i.e., Women's Counseling Center/Bethlehem:
participation at the international Right of Return Conference in Boston/USA; Union of Women's Activity
Centers: participation at the regional workshop in Cyprus; cooperation with women activists from the Gaza
Strip). Further progress, however, was delayed by the violent crisis in late 2000.

Indicator c): Improve understanding and use of international law among community activists

In the year 2000, the Palestinian (refugee) community developed interest and trust in BADIL information
and analysis. This was reflected in frequent requests for advice and use of BADIL information by members
of community organizations (i.e., 1,500 information packets/Right of Return were disseminated via hand-
distribution), strong community participation (approximately 2,000 persons) in BADIL workshops and study
tours, and the fact that the community leadership has adopted the legal framework promoted by BADIL
(indicated by the feedback provided by the British Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry into Refugee
Choice).
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Indicator d): Increase the community's capacity to translate demands into concerted action

BADIL has been able to help translate public concern into action. In the year 2000, advocacy and lobby
activities of the local refugee community targeted almost exclusively the Palestinian leadership and local
and international media (i.e., media effective community initiatives around the Pope's visit at Deheishe
Camp/March 2000, the 52nd Nakba commemoration/May 2000, petition to the PNC, PLC and PLO Central
Council/June 2000; Right of Return rallies/September 2000);

BADIL's community network proved an essential tool for the provision of emergency assistance and services
during the al-Aqsa Intifada.

A.2.2  Build a Regional-International Network of Refugee Rights' Initiatives

Indicator a): Contribute to the establishment of new refugee rights' initiatives worldwide

BADIL assisted in the preparation of international NGO conferences on the Palestinian refugee question
and provided information and strategic input into recommendations and plans of action issued by them (i.e.,
TARI/Boston; NGO Meeting/UN Conference, Paris; Seminar on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Spain).
Priorities and the legal framework for advocacy proposed by BADIL in 1999/2000 have become common
terms of reference for the new worldwide refugee rights campaign in the year 2000.

New refugee rights initiatives were launched this year, among others, in Lebanon ('Aidun-Lebanon), Syria
('Aidun-Syria), in North America (Palestine Right To Return Coalition/al-'Awda); Europe (Palestinian Right
of Return Coalition, al-'Awda), thus increasing significantly the number of BADIL partners worldwide (300
individuals, organizations, and email-groups on BADIL's partner contact list as compared to 150 in 1999).

Indicator b): Contribute to the establishment of a formal network for coordinated debate, planning
and action

Significant progress has been achieved in the worldwide networking among old and new partners to the
refugee rights campaign, especially as a result of the establishment of the professionally moderated al-
'Awda network in the wake of the April 2000 Boston Right of Return Conference.

As a result of the rapid progress in activation and coordination for the right of return, BADIL and its core-
partners in the Middle East, North America and Europe were able, for the first time, to hold a regional
refugee-rights strategy workshop in Cyprus (October 2000). The plan of action issued there includes follow-
up workshops to be organized jointly on an annual basis.

Indicator c): Implement coordinated advocacy and lobby activities

The presence of a coordinated global network enabled refugee rights initiatives, among them BADIL and its
community partners, to launch - for the first time in history - joint and simultaneous advocacy activities,
such as the 2000 al-Nakba commemorations and, especially, the joint Right-of-Return Rallies held in
September which involved thousands of people in Washington DC, London, Lebanon, Jordan, and Palestine.
Joint statements and petitions endorsed by groups across the globe were issued on the occasion of the 52nd
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anniversary of UN Resolution 194, and as a tool for raising the demand for international protection of the
Palestinian people during the al-Aqsa Intifada (40,000 signatories by the end of December 2000). Members
of the global network served as resource persons to the media, workshops and conferences.

A.2.3  Increase Local and International Awareness for Refugee Rights

Indicator a): Promoting a rights-based official Palestinian (negotiating) position

BADIL awareness raising (information dissemination, workshops, lectures, media projects) as well as rallies
and petitions organized by our local community partners aimed and succeeded to include and convince
representatives of the PLO and the Palestinian Authority (PNC, PLC, PLO Department of Refugee Affairs,
officials of the municipal and regional authorities), as well as representatives of political parties. The
community based campaign thus encouraged and strengthened the commitment of the Palestinian leadership
to a rights-based approach to the complex issue of Palestinian refugees. Moreover, local awareness raising,
rallying and lobbying helped establish the fact that there is a Palestinian refugee constituency, which must
be taken into consideration by the Palestinian leadership in the framework of final status negotiations with
Israel.

An informal  "Palestinian Media Watch", i.e., monitoring and rapid response by community activists to
statements of Palestinian officials and journalists who publicly misrepresent refugee rights in the local and
international press, was maintained with the assistance of BADIL. Inquiries with the sources have resulted
in several cases of public correction of previous statements.

Indicator b): Increased scope and quantity of media coverage

The number of media reports (including Israeli media) about the Palestinian refugee question has increased
dramatically since 1999. Especially since May 2000, BADIL has succeeded to reach mainstream media
(Palestinian/Arab, Israeli, and international) which published reports about activities organized by BADIL and
our partners as well as interviews with BADIL staff (i.e., al-Quds; al-Ayyam; al-Hayat/London; CBC; ABC;
CBS; Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Report; see also: BADIL Resource and Information Project, page 35).

Quality of media reports (i.e., factual accuracy, variety of sources, complexity of issues raised) has improved,
especially on the Israeli and international level, although mainstream media (especially Israeli media)
continued to mislead the public in numerous cases by repeating rumors about "solutions" considered in the
political negotiations, by lack of accuracy on legal aspects of the refugee question, etc.

Indicator c): Obtain a rights-based position among international and Arab policy makers

Much in contrast to the rapid progress and the impressive achievements, in 2000, of the concerted 2000
community-NGO campaign with regard to public awareness raising and networking, only minor results
were achieved by the advocacy and lobby efforts directed at powerful foreign policy makers. Their approach
and position towards the Palestinian refugee question remained guided by considerations of perceived strategic
interests in the region much more than by the universal rights standards and international law applicable to
refugees worldwide.

Campaign partners, among them BADIL, were able to wake interest among European parliamentarians in
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the complex Palestinian refugee questions, and several parliaments - among them the British, Danish, and
Belgian parliament, issued resolutions calling their governments to respect Palestinian refugees' right of
return in the framework of the Middle East peace process.

BADIL was involved in the drafting of the resolution of the Belgian parliament, established working relations
with parliamentary lobby groups in the European and Belgian parliament, briefed parliamentarians in its
Bethlehem offices, and provided assistance to the British Parliamentary Mission of Inquiry on Refugee
Choice.

Despite efforts by BADIL and its partners, and despite the clear demand for the respect and implementation
of Palestinian refugees' right of return by the popular uprising and the Palestinian leadership, however,
European governments and the European Union - and especially the United States - have remained unwilling
to question the validity of Israel's claim that peace in the Middle East is possible, even if the rights of 5
million Palestinian refugees are disregarded in order to protect Israel's interest in maintaining a "sound
Jewish demographic majority" inside its borders.

Major obstacles identified in the year 2000 were, among others, the lack of resources required for a sustained,
focused and professional lobby effort directed at western policy makers, and the absence of effective links to
generally supportive policy makers in the Arab countries.

Indicator d): Achieve More Active Involvement of the United Nations

The demand for a Middle East peace process supervised by the United Nations and based on UN resolutions
and international law has been a long-standing Palestinian demand which received additional urgency as a
result of the violent crisis in the 1967 occupied West Bank, Gaza Strip and in Israel in late 2000. Throughout
the year, BADIL briefed and raised issues pertaining to refugee rights especially with the UNHCR and the
UN High Commission on Human Rights (See also: BADIL Resource and Information Project/Legal
Project, page 43). While BADIL efforts were met with interest, practical steps are yet outstanding.

In the period of the violent Israeli repression of the popular al-Aqsa Intifada, BADIL joined Palestinian and
international NGOs in a concerted campaign for international protection of the Palestinian people. UN
resolutions and a fact-finding mission of UN High Commissioner on Human Rights, Mary Robinson, however,
have remained without tangible results.

Indicator e): Reopen the Israeli debate about Refugees' Right of Return

The rapid progress of the Palestinian-international refugee rights campaign, the rights-based position taken
by the Palestinian leadership since the Israeli-Palestinian summit at Camp David in July, and the popular
Palestinian uprising (October-December), propelled the refugees' right of return into the center of public
attention in Israel. For the first time in more than fifty years there are beginnings of a public debate about
this issue among broad sectors of the Israeli society. While this change was an indirect result of our concerted
campaign in 2000 - neither BADIL nor its partners had explicitly targeted Jewish-Israeli groups - this change
might provide a basis for a rational Palestinian-Israeli debate in the future.
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A.2.4  Establish a Legal Mechanism for the Protection of Individual Refugee
Rights and Claims

Workshops and debates conducted by BADIL in 2000 show that, in absence of a clear mechanism for the
protection of Palestinian refugee rights and claims in international human rights and legal fora, refugee
community activists remain hesitant to launch a community-based initiative which will create expectations
while its success is not guaranteed.

BADIL's advocacy and lobby efforts in Europe and the United States have resulted in readiness by international
experts to cooperate in the identification and development of legal mechanisms which could be useful for
the protection of Palestinian refugee rights in the future. Based on their interest and support, BADIL decided
to launch its new Legal Project for the Protection of Palestinian Refugee Rights in the year 2001 (See report
below).

A.2.5  Provide a Pool of Documentation of Refugee History (property records,
statistics, oral history) that is accessible and can be used by refugees

BADIL's Oral History Project was successfully launched in 2000, although the number of interviews with
Palestinian eyewitness of the 1948 displacement remained below the target (47 interviews gathered vs. 500
interviews projected). Reasons for the slow start of this project are, among others: other priorities of BADIL's
Refugee Rights Campaign (awareness raising, networking, advocacy); the project's late start (in June 2000)
due to the re-design of the documentation mechanism; the decision to make use of a smaller number of
interviewers (one instead of a team of 10) in order to guarantee conformance to interview standards; and, the
interruption of the documentation process by the al-Aqsa Intifada.

Based on the quality of the information gathered in 2000, and based on the urgency of documenting the
experience of the oldest generation of eyewitnesses of the 1948 Nakba, BADIL decided to continue its
documentation effort in 2001, this time under the supervision of its Resource and Information Unit, and as
part of that Unit's broader effort towards the documentation of Palestinian refugee history.
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Statement of Purpose (BADIL 3-Year Plan and 2000 Project Proposal)

Long-term aim:

Achievement of a political solution, which, based on international law and UN resolutions, will provide for
the implementation of Palestinian rights (return, restitution and compensation) in the western parts of the
city (under Israeli control since 1948) and for Palestinian sovereignty and the respect of human rights in the
1967 Israeli occupied part of Jerusalem.

Objectives:

Protect Palestinian identity and rights awareness in Jerusalem, especially among the young Palestinian
generations;
Provide information and legal assistance to Palestinian victims of Israeli human rights violations in Jerusalem;
Network among Palestinian community initiatives in Jerusalem in order to rebuild a social infrastructure of
steadfastness and resistance;
Facilitate and support Palestinian initiatives of steadfastness and protest in the city;
Inform, advocate, and lobby on issues pertaining to Palestinian rights in Jerusalem.

B.1. ACTIVITIES AND BENEFICIARIES

B.1.1 Community Awareness Raising and Empowerment

a) Community Education and Networking

Public Education on Palestinian History in Jerusalem
In the framework of the 2000 commemoration of the anniversary of the Palestinian
Nakba 1948, BADIL provided all local Palestinian TV stations in the West Bank with
video documentaries- among them Yoom Ilak, Yoom Aleik: Palestinian Refugees from
Jerusalem 1948 (BADIL 1998) - and arranged for their broadcasting. (Number of
beneficiaries/audience: tens of thousands);

B. BADIL Campaign Unit

CAMPAIGN for the
DEFENSE OF PALESTINIAN RESIDENCY RIGHTS IN
JERUSALEM

Note: This project was implemented in the period of January - June 2000 and then
discontinued based on a BADIL Board decision (See: 2. Project Assessment).
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Guided Study Tours and Visits to Refugee Villages of Origin in the Jerusalem Area
A guided tour for 150 refugees now residing in West Bank refugee camps was organized jointly with BADIL's
Refugee Rights Campaign in May 2000 (See: Refugee Rights Campaign, 13);

Strategy Workshops about community-based mechanisms for the defense of Palestinian rights in Jerusalem
Based on the fact that, in 1999, little progress was made towards cooperation among the few and scattered
Palestinian grass-roots initiatives in Jerusalem, BADIL continued cooperation with professional NGOs in
the framework of coalitions working for Palestinian rights advocacy in Jerusalem. BADIL participated in 1)
Lobby for Human Rights in Jerusalem, which - although less frequent then in the past - met to coordinate the
Palestinian NGO response to the Israeli Interior Ministry's policy of ID card confiscation; 2) workshop on
Israeli residency policies in Jerusalem organized by the Arab Thought Forum (1-3-2000); and, 3) NGO
meeting on future strategies towards SUMOUD Camp in Jerusalem (Palestinian Counseling Center, 10-5-
2000). Initial contacts with the Lifta Society, an organization of former residents of the village depopulated
in 1948, were established in the framework of BADIL's Oral History Project (See: Refugee Rights Campaign,
page 13).

b) Legal Aid Services

Handling legal case files
In the first half of 2000, BADIL's lawyer received and handled 130 cases of Palestinian Jerusalemites and
residents of the West Bank. He took action on 62 files, among them 30 new cases, mainly of West Bank
residents:

Four of these cases were resolved positively (2 deportation orders, 1 child registration, 1 travel permit) in the
first half of 2000, one case was rejected by the Israeli authorities. By July 2000, the number of cases filed
with BADIL's Legal Aid Service was 125.

Legal Counseling Services
Services were offered to some 100 persons from Jerusalem and other areas
of the occupied West Bank, as well as to Palestinians in exile, in meetings
with clients in BADIL's office and via phone and internet.  BADIL's lawyer
provided field counseling and held work meetings with Yafa Cultural
Center and PLC member Hussam Khader, Balata Camp/Nablus, 15-2
(resulting in the set-up of a mechanism for BADIL outreach to the northern
West Bank for persons in need of legal advice on residency rights issues);
Yafa Cultural Center/Balata Camp (public lecture on current situation of
Palestinian residency rights and legal counseling to persons in need; 18-
3); and SUMOUD Camp/Jerusalem (follow-up with BADIL clients on
their request for child registration, 30-5).

# Files Type of File

  19 Family Reunification

   1 Child Registration

  26 ID Card confiscation/Jerusalem

   9 Work and Travel permits

   7 Deportations

Palestinians queuing at the Israeli
Interior Ministry in eastern
Jerusalem
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c) Advocacy and Lobbying for Palestinian Residency Rights in Jerusalem

BADIL acted as co-sponsor of public protest against ID card confiscation in Jerusalem organized by the
Palestinian-Israeli "Campaign Against ID Card Confiscation" (12 June).

B.2. ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS - JERUSALEM CAMPAIGN

BADIL lacks resources for an efficient, community-based campaign:
In the year 2000, BADIL's modest resources did not permit the establishment of a separate Jerusalem Campaign
along the lines of the successful model of BADIL's community based Refugee Rights Campaign. Available
resources allow BADIL to address issues pertaining to Jerusalem only in the broader framework of research
and advocacy for Palestinian refugee rights. Based on this assessment, already raised in our 1999 annual
report, we decided not to re-staff the position of international networker/Jerusalem Campaign when this
position became vacant in January 2000. In the absence of a team, BADIL's Jerusalem Campaign operated
between January - July 2000 as an integral part of BADIL's campaign on the broader Palestinian refugee
question, with the addition of its lawyer, who provided legal aid services.

Legal Aid Services are expensive, of limited benefit to BADIL's target community, and no
longer correspond with main BADIL program focus:
While there is no doubt that BADIL's legal aid services (family reunification, child registration, ID card
confiscation, visitor's and travel permits, revocation of deportation orders) represented an important service
to the Palestinian public, several factors suggested that BADIL should re-direct is legal efforts towards a
different field:

a) legal aid services in residency-related issues are provided by more than one Palestinian and Israeli
NGO;
b) legal redress and litigation of residency-rights related cases are - as a result of the Oslo Accords - no
longer available and possible in most of the 1967 occupied territories (except Israeli-annexed East
Jerusalem), because joint Israeli-Palestinian Liaison Committees negotiate and handle issues on a case
by case basis;
c) BADIL's location in Bethlehem makes access to our offices difficult for the Jerusalem community and
prevents serious legal involvement in the residency problems of the occupied city;
d) legal aid services are no longer a major channel for BADIL outreach to and communication with its
target community;
e) successful development of BADIL's advocacy work for Palestinian refugee rights requires a strong
and professionally specialized legal unit dealing with relevant international law.

Based on this assessment presented to BADIL's Board in June 2000, it was decided to formally integrate
BADIL's Jerusalem Campaign into the broader Refugee Rights Campaign, and to discontinue legal
aid services on issues pertaining to Palestinian residency rights in the 1967 occupied territories in favor of
the development of a new BADIL legal unit focused on refugee rights related legal efforts. (See also: I.
Institutional and Program Development, page 7)

Based on these decisions taken in the summer of 2000, BADIL's legal aid services were gradually closed
down (clients were informed, pending cases were finalized or transferred to other human rights organization;
contract with lawyer was discontinued in mutual agreement), until our Legal Aid Department was officially
closed in September 2000.
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C. BADIL Resource Unit

RESOURCE PROJECT for
INFORMATIONON PALESTINIAN RESIDENCY &
REFUGEE RIGHTS

Statement of Purpose:

BADIL's Resource Project is a tool in the service of BADIL's community-based campaigns (refugee rights;
Jerusalem). It investigates, analyses, monitors, and documents issues of concern and relevance to BADIL's
community beneficiaries and communicates their message to the international community in the quest for a
just solution based on international law and UN resolutions. BADIL's research and information work is thus
not motivated by academic or journalistic interest, but aims to develop innovative resources which can
advance the Palestinian refugees' right to return, restitution and compensation, and Palestinian rights in
Jerusalem.

Objectives:

Provide professional input into the Palestinian debate about strategies for the defense of Palestinian rights
(refugees, Jerusalem);
Inform and raise awareness for Palestinian rights (refugee, Jerusalem) among policy makers and the broader
public, locally, regionally, and internationally;
Provide professional guidance in the use of resources (BADIL's and others') to the interested public.

C.1. PROJECT FOCUS 2000

Between January and September 2000 - pressured by the political reality created by the final status negotiations
- BADIL dedicated major efforts to the conceptual development of its rights-based framework for a
durable solution of the Palestinian refugee question based on understandings reached with local, regional,
and international partners in 1999. Thanks to legal expertise provided to BADIL by Susan Akram (Boston
University School of Law) in January - June 2000, BADIL was able to strengthen especially the legal
components of its refugee rights campaign. A new series of BADIL
publications (BADIL Briefs) was launched in order to promote debate about
our advocacy framework among Palestinian and international activists, and
a new BADIL Legal Unit was designed in order to facilitate professional
lobby and advocacy efforts for Palestinian refugee rights.

The last three months of the year were overshadowed by the new
reality and needs created by the violent conflict between the Palestinian
people and the Israeli occupation. While continuing the efforts described
above, BADIL's Resource Unit was forced to respond to the new situation.
A special webpage and BADIL bulletins were published in order to inform
about the popular uprising and the consequences of Israeli military
violence, and special efforts were made to provide background information
for the broad Palestinian campaign for international protection.
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C.2. PROJECT ACTIVITIES & BENEFICIARIES

C.2.1 Information & Media Services

a) Print Publications (also published on www.badil.org)

al-Majdal Magazine (English): Issue 4 (December 1999; printing and
dissemination);
Issues 5 - 8 (March, June, September, December 2000)
Number of copies printed: 1,200 per issue;
Distribution: 896 subscribers (mailing list); rest by hand sale and
distribution free of charge;

BADIL Information Packet/Right of Return (2nd and revised edition; English and Arabic) including: BADIL
Brochure; The Right of Return - Campaign Brochure (advocacy guide); Palestinian Refugees in Exile -
Country Profiles; BADIL Information & Discussion Briefs.

��English Edition: completed in March 2000
       Number of copies printed: 2,000
        Distribution: 2,000 copies at international conferences and among BADIL partners, as well as journalists
      and delegations in Palestine;
��Arabic Edition: completed in May 2000
       Number of copies printed: 2,000
       Distribution: 1,800 to community activists, Palestinian institutions, right of return initiatives in Palestine
       and in exile;

BADIL Information & Discussion Briefs (English and Arabic)

� Brief No. 1: "Reinterpreting Palestinian Refugee Rights Under International
Law, and a Framework for Durable Solutions" (Susan Akram, Boston
University School of Law; February 2000);

� Brief No. 2: "Fora Available For Palestinian Refugee Restitution,
Compensation and Related Claims" (Susan Akram, Boston University School
of Law, February 2000);

� Brief No. 3: "The Evolution of an Independent, Community Based Campaign
for Palestinian Refugee Rights" (Ingrid Jaradat Gassner, BADIL, February 2000);

� Brief No. 4: "Temporary Protection and its Applicability to the Palestinian Refugee Case" (Susan
Akram, Boston University School of Law, June 2000);

� Brief No. 5: "The UN Conciliation Commission for Palestine, Protection, and a Durable Solution for
Palestinian Refugees" (Terry Rempel, BADIL, June 2000);

� Brief No. 6: "The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and a Durable Solution for Palestinian
Refugees" (Terry Rempel, BADIL, July 2000).

Distribution: were disseminated as part of BADIL's Information Packet and via BADIL's special email-
partner list/Refugee Rights Campaign (300 subscribers).
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BADIL Occasional Bulletins - al-Aqsa Intifada (English and Arabic)

� Bulletin 1: "International Protection - Overview and Special Protection for Refugees"

� Bulletin 2: "International Protection Forces - Overview and Relevance for the Palestinian Case"

� Bulletin 3: "Revisiting the Partition Plan (UNGA 181): Lessons Learned or Mistakes Repeated? The
United Nations and Palestine"

Distribution: These Bulletins were produced in November 2000 and disseminated via BADIL email-lists (1,000
subscribers); 500 print copies were disseminated among Palestinian national institutions and community leaders.

BADIL Annual Report 1999 (April 2000)
Number of copies printed: English: 200; Arabic: 500
Distribution: international partners and donors; Palestinian/Arab community organizations and partners.
Benefit: While the English version documents BADIL activities and financial performance according to the
standards required by donors/partners, we decided to disseminate BADIL's report/Arabic edition widely
among local and regional partners in order to provide maximum transparency of BADIL activities and to
allow the community to gain insight in and to critique the strategy chosen for our Refugee Rights Campaign.

Bound Collection of BADIL Press Releases 1999 (English, April 2000)
Number of copies printed: 100
Distribution: researchers, journalists
Benefit: Access to documentation of activities and statements made by refugee rights initiatives at a time
when the Palestinian refugee question did not yet have the international research/media attention it enjoys a
year later.

BADIL Brochure (English; March 2000)
Number of copies printed: 3000
Revised version of BADIL's first public relations brochure (1998).

Additional Print Publications in Production

Research Report: Comparative study of refugee restitution with focus on relevance for the Palestinian case
(English and Arabic). An executive summary ("When Refugees Go Home") was disseminated, with request
for feedback, among BADIL partners and experts. Publication of the final report it scheduled for early 2001;

BADIL Briefs no. 7 (UNHCR), 8 (Right of Return), 9 (Internally Displaced) are scheduled for publication
in the first months of 2001. Research for additional Briefs (refugee women's and children's rights; repatriation-
restitution in the case of Bosnia; Christian institutions and the right of return) was begun and will be completed
next year;

Jerusalem 1948 (BADIL & IJS, Arabic edition of the 1999 English original; handled by IPS-Beirut;

Report: Proceedings of the First Right-of-Return Strategy Workshop (Cyprus, October 2000): scheduled
for publication in early 2001.
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b) Electronic Information

BADIL Website (www.badil.org; English and Arabic)
BADIL's website/English edition was redesigned for easier user
access; a number of important documents were added and new
information was published regularly (i.e., press releases and
statements); BADIL's Arabic website was improved significantly
and brought up to the standard set by our English edition.
Number of beneficiaries: 15,000 (count November 1999 -
November 2000; i.e., 41 visits/day);
Type of benefit: information about BADIL campaigns; BADIL
press releases and publications; background information and documents (UN a.o.) related to Palestinian
refugee question; links to other relevant organizations; photo shop; etc. Information and documents related
to the current Palestinian uprising were published in a special webpage (www.badil.org/ Intifada2000/
Intifada2000.html).

BADIL Press Releases (English and Arabic)
News and analysis related to the Palestinian refugee question and the popular Palestinian uprising  were
disseminated via BADIL's fax and email distribution lists. In 2000, BADIL disseminated 70 press releases
in English language and 49 in Arabic.
Number of beneficiaries: 1,150 subscribers to BADIL email lists; some 100 local organizations and
journalists via BADIL fax list. An average of 150 copies of BADIL press releases was handed out to
community activists.

c) Campaign Tools

BADIL T-shirts and hats (Right of Return) for children summer camps and sports teams of camp community
organizations (June 2000; 860 T-shirts; 920 hats);

Post Card Series - Palestinian Refugees (in cooperation with Oxfam-
Solidarity-Belgium); 7,000 sets of postcards (7 cards/set) depicting central
themes of the Palestinian refugee question were produced in July 2000.
Approximately half of them have been sold and distributed at events
organized by the international right-of-return network.
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d) BADIL Working Papers for International Conferences and Seminars

In 2000, BADIL's Resource Unit prepared/assisted in the preparation of the following working papers for
presentation by BADIL staff and board members:

� "What Role for UNRWA? Opportunities and Constraints" (Terry Rempel; PRRN Workshop on the
Future of UNRWA, Britain, February 2000);

� "The Evolution of an Independent, Community-Based Campaign for Palestinian Refugee Rights in
Palestine" (Ingrid Jaradat Gassner; TARI Conference on the Right of Return, Boston, 8 April 2000);

� "The Palestinian Refugee Question in the Final Status Negotiations: The Likely Agreement versus
Requirements of a Durable Solution" (Ingrid Jaradat Gassern; CPAP Symposium, Washington DC,
10 April 2000);

� "The UN Conciliation Commission for Palestine and a Durable Solution for Palestinian Refugees"
(Terry Rempel; UN Conference on Palestine Refugees, Paris, 26-27 April 2000);

� "Towards a Just and Durable Solution for Palestinian Refugees: Discussion Paper for the European
Union" (Muhammad Jaradat; EU briefings, Brussels; April 2000)

� "Palestinian Refugees in the Era of Political Negotiations between Israel and the PLO (1993 - 2000)"
(Salem Abu Hawwash; H. Boell Foundation Near East Workshop, Berlin, 24 June 2000);

� "Towards a Just and Durable Solution for Palestinian Refugees" (Dr. Adnan Shehadeh; CSCA
International Seminar, Madrid, 30 September - 1 October 2000);

� "Individual Rights and the Palestine Question" (participation without working paper; Terry Rempel
and Afif Ghatashe/BADIL Board; Center for Lebanese Studies and Royal Institute of International
Affairs, Oxford, 7-8 October 2000).

e) BADIL Reports to UN Institutions

� Briefing of Giorgio Giacomelli, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights on the situation of Palestinian
refugee rights; (February 2000);

� Report to the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights: the popular Palestinian uprising in the 1967
Occupied Territories - causes, consequences of Israel's massive use of force (13 October)

� Report to Mary Robinson, UN High Commissioner on Human Rights: Update of the report presented
to the UN Special Rapporteur (13 November);

� Submission to the Committee for Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (CESC): "Follow-up to 1998
Concluding Observations regarding Israel's Serious Breaches of its ICESCR Treaty Obligations",
Geneva, 13 November 2000.
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C.2.2 Documentation

a) Library & Archives Development

BADIL's library including press archives, international documents, research reports and books (refugee
question, Jerusalem), as well as small photo-archives, was re-organized to provide better user access. Some
50 new books were purchased and new subscriptions to refugee journals were made. A digital camera was
purchased for more efficient photo documentation on BADIL's website. The chronic lack of adequate library
space was finally resolved with the move of BADIL's offices to a new and larger location in December
2000.
Beneficiaries: BADIL research staff; some 60 individual researchers (Palestinian and international students
and researchers); hundreds of information requests were received and handled via internet.

b) Oral History Archives

While actual editing and archiving of the interviews with eyewitnesses of the 1948 displacement was not
begun in 2000, technical requirements and logistics for professional archiving were researched. At the end
of 2000, BADIL's oral history archives consisted of 47 transcribed interviews with first generation refugees,
mainly from Palestinian villages in the Jerusalem area (Lifta, Bayt 'Atab; 19 interviews) and sample interviews
documenting the 1948 displacement of Palestinian communities in other areas of the country (28 interviews).

C.2.3 Assistance and Services to Visitors, Training

In the year 2000, BADIL received approximately 1000 researchers, journalists, and interested visitors from
abroad. Individuals and delegations were briefed on the Palestinian refugee question, and/or offered assistance
with fact-finding visits on the situation, needs, and demands of Palestinian refugees.
BADIL's Resource Coordinator continued to train interns, volunteers, and new staff in research related
tasks, website and library development. The Resource Unit also provided assistance with the preparation of
working papers to Palestinian community activists.
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C.3. ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS - RESOURCE AND
INFORMATION

C.3.1 Increase Quantity and Outreach of BADIL Information

Indicator a): Quantitative increase of BADIL information production

The scope of information produced by BADIL increased significantly in the year 2000, due to the introduction
of new periodicals (briefs, bulletins), higher frequency of press releases (70 English press releases in 2000
vs. 58 in 1999; 53 Arabic press releases vs. 20 in 1999), and efficient advertising for BADIL publications
and website. The improvement is especially significant with regard to BADIL information output in Arabic,
a progress which - in the absence of adequate staff - was achieved by frequent use of contracted translators
and BADIL members working outside this unit.

Indicator b): Quantitative increase of information dissemination

The number of subscribers to BADIL's general email list (journalists and other professionals, human rights
and solidarity organizations, policy makers, students) increased from 800 in December 1999 to 1,150 in
December 2000; the number of users of BADIL's website almost doubled in comparison with the past (41
hits/day vs. 25 hits/day in 1999); also the number of visitors to BADIL's offices continued to grow, reaching
some 1,000 in the year 2000.

Indicator c): Increased Use of BADIL information

In the year 2000, BADIL unit coordinators and Board members gave dozens of interviews to the local
(mainly Palestinian, but also Israeli) and international media; BADIL press releases and reports about activities
were printed/broadcast by most major international press and broadcasting agencies, as well as Palestinian
and some Israeli media (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Report, Voice of Israel Radio, a.o.).

BADIL staff and board participated as experts in 6 international conferences/seminars (as compared to 3 in
1999); several invitations had to be rejected due to urgent priorities in Palestine.
Given BADIL's modest resources, we consider to have achieved in the year 2000 an impressive increase in
output and outreach of BADIL information. This despite the fact that the new video documentary project on
Palestinian refugees (with potentially high outreach) had to be cancelled due to other urgent priorities (See
below: 3.2)

C.3.2 Contribute to the Conceptual Development of the Campaign for
Palestinian Refugee Rights

Indicator a): Support and Develop the Community-Based Campaign

Based on the evaluation of BADIL's Campaign team and its community network, BADIL's Resource Unit
succeeded also in 2000 in providing the innovative and relevant input, as well as advocacy tools, needed for
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the conceptual development and expansion of the community based campaign on the local and global level.
BADIL information was regularly requested, among others, by community activists, schoolteachers, the
PLO Department for Refugee Affairs, Palestinian diplomatic missions abroad, PLC legal advisors and the
PLC Subcommittee for Refugee Affairs, the PNC Refugee Department, and the Palestinian Negotiations
Support Unit. Based on feedback from all sides, it served the urgent need for updated information on the
Palestinian refugee question among Palestinian society, and had influence on the Palestinian debate and
position, including the position of the Palestinian leadership.

Indicator b): Develop Professional Quality of BADIL Research

The Unit contributed essentially to the high reputation of BADIL among international partners and experts,
who express increasing interest in cooperating with BADIL (i.e., readiness to form a "legal support team"
for BADIL's Legal Unit under establishment), and promote BADIL among organizers of professional
conferences and seminars.

Qualitative development of BADIL research was hampered by lack of professional staff; the time consuming
task of our limited resource staff to integrate and supervise research volunteers and interns; and, financial
constraints which prevented major progress in library construction.
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D. BADIL Legal Unit

LEGAL PROJECT for the
PROMOTION OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEE RIGHTS

Established and operated under the supervision of BADIL's Resource Unit
Report about Establishment Phase, July - December 2000

D.1 BACKGROUND AND STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

BADIL's new Legal Project was launched in summer 2000, based on our mid-term progress report, which
included the following evaluation and recommendations:

� According to expert opinion, the lack of international support and the absence of channels of legal
redress for Palestinian refugee rights (repatriation, restitution and compensation) in international fora
is, among others, also the result of the insufficient use by Palestinian refugee rights advocates of the
mechanisms provided by these fora.  These fora, if efficiently addressed and linked with a broad
public refugee rights campaign, could serve as a tool to put Palestinian refugee rights on the international
agenda and to publicize the legitimacy of the Palestinian claims especially since the latter have no
redress within the domestic Israeli legal system.

� Successful development of BADIL's advocacy work for Palestinian refugee rights requires the
availability of a strong and professionally specialized legal department on refugee rights related issues.
BADIL's current Legal Aid Department (1998 - June 2000) is disconnected from our main program
focus, i.e. the promotion of Palestinian refugee rights.

� A professional legal support unit is also important, because refugee rights related legal expertise is
not found in Palestinian university law schools and NGOs in the 1967 occupied territories. The new
legal unit must be assisted by a local-international expert support team, in order to make efficient use
of legal expertise and resources.

D.2. GENERAL AIMS AND TARGET GROUPS

a) To establish a BADIL in-house legal unit and a legal support network which will help to place Palestinian
refugee rights, especially the right to repatriation and restitution (UN Resolution 194), on the agenda of
international, regional, and domestic human rights fora.

b) To obtain maximum support for Palestinian refugees' right of return and restitution from these fora
(declaratory decision, reports, missions of inquiry, etc.) by means of preparation and actual litigation of
Palestinian refugee claims.

c) To work for international protection, in addition to assistance, for Palestinian refugees according to
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international laws and standards applied to other refugee groups in the world, in order to guarantee that
their right to return and restitution is respected in any solution of the Israeli-Palestinian/Arab conflict
agreed upon in the future.

D.2.1 Target Groups:

a) Legal experts and policy makers in international, non-governmental, and governmental organizations
and agencies involved in refugee work;

b) International, regional, and domestic human rights fora and courts;

c) Palestinian legal experts, policy makers and human rights organizations.

D.3. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN IN 2000 (PREPARATORY STAGE)

January - June:
a) Basic legal research and design of draft plan of action (in cooperation with Susan Akram/Boston
University School of Law);
b) Compilation of a list of potential experts to form BADIL's legal support team.

June - September:
a) Establishment of the local-international legal support network: the draft plan of action was presented
via email and in personal meetings among legal experts and close partners to BADIL's Refugee Rights
Campaign (i.e., Brussels, 1 July; meetings with Palestinian lawyers in September). Based on the feedback,
BADIL prepared:
b) Project work plan 2000-2001 and distribution of tasks (BADIL Legal Unit-Local Support Team-
International Support Team);
c) A special (restricted) email list "Legal Support Team" to facilitate communication among members of
the legal support network (some 50 legal experts and core refugee rights activists);
d) Design of job description of "Lawyer/Coordinator BADIL Legal Unit" (in cooperation with legal
support team); announcement of job vacancy;
e) Preparation of basic tools (legal resource list; list of legal research projects); start of work on short-
term projects (research; submission to Committee for Social, Economic, and Cultural Rights; Briefing of
UNHCR).

October - December:
a) BADIL position "Lawyer-Coordinator/Legal Unit" was staffed in cooperation with the international
legal support team as of 1-1-2001;
b) In November 2000, BADIL contracted its future Lawyer-Coordinator/Legal Unit to prepare a first
submission to the Committee for Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights which was completed successfully
(See report: BADIL Resource Project), and to prepare a new BADIL Brief on the Right of Return
scheduled for publication in early 2001.



45

BADIL Annual Report 2000

Annex: Summary Calendar 2000:
Major Activities by BADIL and Partners

January 2000

� Expert workshop on legal strategies (Brussels);

� Release: press release (1);

February 2000

� Start: weekly radio series on Palestinian refugees in Radio Bethlehem 2000;

� Start: Advanced English course for refugee activists (Bethlehem);

� Work meeting/legal counseling on residency rights, Balata Camp;

� Release: BADIL Brief, nos. 1-3; press release (1);

� Presentation: PRRN workshop on the future of UNRWA, Britain;

� Briefing UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights;

March 2000

� BADIL General Assembly meeting;

� Right of Return Rally of internally displaced Palestinians (Nazareth);

� Workshop-1: International Protection of Palestinian Refugees (Kalandia Camp);

� Rally and public reception of the Pope in Deheishe Camp;

� Participation: Meetings/Lobby for Human Rights in Jerusalem; workshop on Israeli Residency Policies
in Jerusalem; NGO meeting on strategies towards sustainability of SUMOUD Camp, Jerusalem;

� Legal counseling/residency rights, Balata Camp;

� Release: al-Majdal, issue no. 5; Information Packet/Right of Return (2nd, revised edition, English);
BADIL 1999 Annual Report; BADIL public relations brochure; press releases (8);

April 2000

� Presentations: Right-of-Return Conference in Boston and CPAP Symposium in Washington DC;

� Release: Bound Collection of BADIL press releases 1999; redesigned BADIL website; press releases (5);

� Presentation: UNCCP and durable solutions for Palestinian refugees; UN Conference, Paris;

May 2000

� Study Tour to 1948 Depopulated Palestinian Villages (Bayt Natif-Zakariyya-Beit Jibrin);

� Local TV series (Bethlehem) on refugee "Return Visit" to 1948 depopulated villages;

� "Return March, Balata Camp;

� Children's Art and Theater Workshop, Jalazoun Camp;
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� Start: Refugee children's photo exhibition, Birzeit and al-Najah University;

� Broadcast BADIL video documentary (Yoom Ilak, Yoom Aleik, 1998) by local TV stations/West Bank;

� Start: weekly radio series on Palestinian refugees in Voice of Palestine Radio;

� Participation in "Right-of-Return Advocacy Week; EU and government briefings; Belgium;

� 1st Follow-up expert meeting on legal strategies (Brussels);

� Legal Counseling/residency rights, SUMOUD Camp, Jerusalem;

� Release: Information Packet/Right of Return (2nd, revised edition, Arabic); press releases (18);

June 2000

� Workshop-2: International Protection of Palestinian Refugees (al-Quds University);

� Workshop-3: International Protection of Palestinian Refugees (al-'Ein Camp/Nablus);

� "Right-of-Return Memorandum" to Palestinian leadership;

� Presentation: Heinrich Boell Seminar on Middle East Conflict, Berlin;

� Start: Oral history documentation;

� Co-sponsor: Public protest against Israeli policy of ID card confiscation in Jerusalem;

� Release: ai-Majdal no. 6; BADIL Brief, nos. 4-5; Right-of-Return T-shirts and hats; press releases (12);

July 2000

� 2nd Follow-up expert meeting on legal strategies (Brussels);

� Refugee visit to the Border Fence with Lebanon;

� Popular rallies for the right of return during Camp David II negotiations;

� Release: BADIL Brief, no. 6; post card series/Palestinian refugees; press releases (8);

August 2000

� Start Course: English for Beginners for women refugee activists;

� Release: press releases (7);

September 2000

� British Commission of Inquiry on Palestinian Refugee Choice

� Three public lectures "Refugees after Camp David II" (Dr. Salman Abu Sitta);

� Global Right-of-Return Rallies and commemoration of Sabra and Shatila massacre (al-'Awda);

� Presentation: CSCA Seminar on "Peace Process", Madrid;

� Release: al-Majdal no. 7; press releases (11);

October 2000

� First regional strategy workshop for right-of-return initiatives, Cyprus;

� Start: Emergency Program for community support;

� Briefing Special Rapporteur to the UN Human Rights Commission; Letter to the Arab Summit;

� Release: Intifada 2000 BADIL webpage; press releases (18);
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� Participation: seminar on individual rights and the Palestine Question, Oxford;

November 2000

� Start: "Camp Employment Project" (Emergency Community Program);

� Start: Data gathering on impact of Israeli violence/al-Aqsa Intifada on refugee community;

� Report to the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights, Mary Robinson;

� Presentation of BADIL-MAP Appeal for international protection to the UN High Comissioner on
Human Rights;

� International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People: Visits and Information Packets to Palestinian
institutions;

� Submission to the Committee for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Geneva;

� Release: BADIL Occasional Bulletin, nos. 1-3; press releases (21);

December 2000

� Anniversary of UN Resolution 194: joint statement with partners in the al-'Awda network;

� Fact finding visit to Bethlehem refugee camps for journalists, diplomats, and international organizations;

� Coordination: relief donated by the community of Deir Hanna (Palestine 1948/Israel) to refugees in
the Bethlehem district (Emergency Community Program);

� Release: al-Majdal no. 8; press releases (9).
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Badil aims to provide a
resource pool of alternative,
critical and progressive
information and analysis on the
question of Palestinian
refugees in our quest to achieve
a just and lasting solution for
exiled Palestinians based on
their right of return


