Palestine’s Ongoing Nakba

term Nakba (Anabc for Tatssvopha’) refers 1o the first mager transter of by he Zicrst

and the State of israsl
in the pefod between November 1847 (e moment the UN Partiton Plan for Polestine was isued) and the coase-fre agroamonts wih Arad stales in 1949 The
Nakds was an &t of forced transter (et for he purpose of estatilshing |srsed 45 an exchisivsl Jewish stale o the expense of the
ndiganous Arsb people of Paestne. Over vsomowamnmemamnmmmmawnmaammmm
daglacomant, safiering and n]mm ncured by Palestinians during the Nakba did not and tham. Itis now posad e 10 speak of an Ongaing Nakda reflecting the
o the hands of lsrsel's poicies and practicss. This has ghen fise 10 0ne of the largest and longeststanding
popuation of refugees, M!{W Perscna(ml‘s) and staeiess persons worddwide. By mid-2007. mose than 7 millon Palestinians wire dsplaosd persons.
Palessrian refugees and IDPs are denied access 10 aflactive reparations, including seturm, Nousing and propenty and Forctie
of Palestinians by lwad continues B this day, while those in exile are prevenled fom retuming and are equally vulemnbie 1o persecution and renewed daplacement
nlmhaﬂoanm

Liw 8nd have baen afirmed by UN Rescutions, nduding UN Ganeral Agsambly Resolution 184
neva sl Lok o -

l he rights e by
iua)amuu Security Councl 237 (1967). o g
in the Occupied Paesthian Territory (OPT). Foroed however, becsuse the

10 intenationsl Lew and provioe afiective protclion 10 Pakstingns from, duing and aner forosd dsplscsment.
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ADIL R Contor for Pal y and Refugoeo Rights is an & tosod ronproft orgar to dofond and
peomote the rights of Paksteian nwmmm Our wson, mession, mvmawrmmmao dalined by our igantity and e of
numatonal law, In pamcular mamational human rights Bw. We seek to advance the nghts of the s bass.

B;::.Muulelrwso;m“lluﬂylmb-udmmmm-wwlmudwpﬁwuﬂwomkmwnmw&aﬂ and Gaza
BADIL s registared with the Palestnian Authonity and is legally owned by the refugoe y y of pchvists in
Palesynan natonal REtions and refuges communty Ourwork is e and ws. i is guided

by & Boand and supenised by an Ovarsight Committon, mdmmmchmmmammm
hss conmulotive stafvs with UN ECOSOC, almmwtmmahpmm—iuh”ﬂardu.w the globa) Palsstine Right-of-Retwn

ton. al-Awda Right-io-Return Coalttion (USA), BDS C o HIC-Hatutat Coalton (Caro), CRIN-CNIS Rights nformadon
Natwork (UK), ICVA-Insematanal Cownal of Voltary Agencks (Gﬂwlﬂ} ICHP-Intematonal Coomtinading Network on Palesane, OPGALOouped Palesting and
Syrian Golan Hoghts Advocacy Intatvve, and PNGO-Palastinian NGO Network
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The depopulated and destroyed village of Deir Aban €8adil, 2000
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Depopulated Villages

The majority of Palestinian refugees come from more
than 530 villages within the "Green Line' that were
destroyed during and after the 1948 war. Today most
of these villages and their lands are empty, yet lsrsel
refuses to allow the refugees to retum.

Deir Aban was a circular vilage of approximately
2,000 residents, controd around the istersection of five
roads with the ‘Umari mosgque in the middle. Whie the
villagers were exposed to several Zionist raids and
skirmishos starting in January 1048, the village held
out until 10 Oclober 1048, when it was the first village
targeted in Operation ha-Mar, signalling the end of the
second truce of the war. The village's inhabitants and

concentrated artillery and mortar shelling in a swrprise
attack that completely depopulated the vilage, sending
the villagers east towards Bathlehem and the Hebron
hills. Since 1950, the colonies of Tzor'a, Machseya,
Beyt Shemesh, and Yish'l were established on village

lands.
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Bombing of Dair ADan In 1948 »a i s ik
(source: www.palas tineremembered com)

Graffiti in Dheisheh Refugee Camp, the sheiter and
temporary home of many Deir Aban refugees.
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Inmemaly displaced villagers from Kafr Bi'im visit the church of their depopulated vilage,
EMakbula Nassar
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Left: Aerial photo of Kafr Bir'im village (1945)
[British Aerial Survey 1944/1945)

Right: Aerial Photo of Kibbutz Baram buit on
the land of Kafr Birim
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Internally Displaced
Palestinians

200

were displaced from their vilages, but wero able to remain
within the borders of tha ‘Green line’ in what bacame te state
of lsrasl. They wore oventually granted Israchi citizenship,
but like other Palestinian refugees, are still denied the right
10 eham and repossess thel homes, lands and proparties.,
In 2006, there were over 300,000 Palestinians intermaky
displaced in lsrael and an estimated 115,000 Palestinans
internaly displaced in the OPT,
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The Story of Kafr Birim (Upper
Galilee) - Empty Promises

On 29 October 1943, lsrael began a new military campaign
code-named “Hiram™ whose goal was to occupy Arab
villages in the Upper Galilee. According o Israeli estimates,
there were 50,000 to 60,000 Palestinians in this area before
the operation, and only 12,000 to 15000 remasining thersafter,
The 1,050 villagers of Kalr Bir'im were not among those
Initally forced from thelr homes despite the ares being
occupied, and residents were allowed to remain in the vilage
and graze their sheep. Two weeks liter however, a Zionmt
commander ordered the inhabitants %o leave within 48 hours,
with the promise that the evacuation would be temporary.
When the military blocked their return, the villagers launched
@ protracted legal and pelitical battle 1o retum to their land,

9 il Court and the Knesset.
In January 1952, the court issved a decision in which it
recognised the villagers' right to return to their village with
the of the military g This has
never been granted. In an sttempt to ensure that Kafr Birim's
villagers would not return, the lraeli ai force bombed the
village in 1953, destroying all its buildings except the church
and school. To this day the Iintemally displaced villagers
of Kafr Birimn continue the struggle for return on beha¥ of
themselves and the refugecs of the village, organising regular
activities that bring the villagers to the site of Kak Bir'im to
teach the younger generations about their destroyed village
and their right to return there,
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The remains of the village of Deir Yassin have been
transformed into 2 mental heaith faciiity for Jewish-
Israelis (photo: Zochrot 2003)
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of Deir Yassin were literally dumped along the wall of the Old
City of Jerusalem, where they were foursd by Me. Hind Husseini and brought bohind the American Colony Hotel to her
home, which was to become the Dar EI-Tifl ElAsabi orphanage (Dekr Yassin Remembered).
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Massacres

Over thirteen thousand Palostinians were killed during the course of e 1948 Nakba,
Many of them were lulbd in tens of massacres committed by Zionist forces during the
at Khisas, Delr Yassin, Ayn
Ghazzal, Eillabun, Tantura, and Dawaymeh. Since 1948, Israal has continued 1o commit
massacres which have been instrumental in the ongoing oppeession and displacement
of Palestinians, including at Qibya (1953), Samu’ (1955) Kafr Qasem (1956), Khan Younis
and Rafah (1956). Ssbra and Shatils refugee camps (1982), Jerusalem (1990) Ayun Qara
(1990), Hebron (1094) as well as wide spread kiling sprees in Jonin, Nablus, Beit Hanoun,

Rafah and Khan Younis between 2000 and 2009.
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Deir Yassin Massacre

Early in the morning of April 9, 1043, commandos of the lrgun (headed by Menachem
Begin) and the Stern Gang attacked Deir Yassin, a vilage with around 750 Palkestinian
residents. The village was located on high ground on the corridor between JaMa and
Jorusslom and was thus slated for occupation and depopulation under Plan Dalet, The
msinstream Jewish defense force, the Hag forces of the
Iegun and the Stern Gang to perform the takeover, desplte a nonbelligerence pact the
village had agreed to with the former. Over 100 Palestinian men, women, and children
were systematcally murdered, and the bodies of those kKilled were thrown in a well or
paraded around Jewish neighborhoods in Jerusalem 1o raise Zionist morale.
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Msp of the Nagsh (Nege) - South of Palestine SRegional Council of the Unrecogrized Villsges of the Nagab.
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The Depopulation of the Nagab

On the eve of the Nakba (1947-1549), mm!wmﬂdn&-mmhlmhhamudm-ﬁw
over 89 percent of the area’s inhabitants. Large scale
!ododanmln!mwﬂﬂ-.l'swmdhmd lndm and
of all in the dblrvcl iymnny 19508, more than $0.000 Palestinian
mqnnm-u-m;.wms-nt.w

Bedouin were forcdly with most
Pcmmumd.lad.l !mn‘ﬂtnd‘lm mmm

within of Isranis
@acriminatory military rule untd 1966. The appraximately 10,000 Palestinian Bedouin -holr-n.pdlemh
in the Nagab were systematically rounded up and fordibly transferred and confined to the so-called siyaj
(fenced) area located in the north-east cornes of the Nagab, just south of the West Bank, in a triangle marked
by the towrs of Beershaba, Arad and Dimona (dotted black line on map).
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Arrest and displacement of Palessnians from Ramlah in 1943, White most of the residents of Ramieh were
forced out of their city, some of the Palestinian Bedowin from the Nagab wore intornally displaced to Ramleh
{photo: pakestineremembered com)
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Woumter of regatered rfugess in canps
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— - Ongoing Nakba - Ongoing Exile

standing caso of forced 13 million rofugees resido in 50

official UNRWA refuges camps scattersd throughout Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the

Israsli-occupled West Bank and Gaza. There are also some 20 unofficial refugee camps
9 shelter for rofugees I the

. Yok, ;‘%ﬁ; SRR — Wy 64 e —
e A - 2 . : == . More than 7 milion displaced Palestinians constitute the world's largest and longest
e = oy

il i - 3y | ALK

LN G lala Y Ao gains 51 2pT0 AN b R0 liatd pngay (Y Judha ¥ o 381 py 31 n g
05 e L B b ilanalh Y gk ST ey i 15 Y rpnd Apeind Tplel agipcad Kiiy
Lot ) e g g g it 30 5 g e ) ) e s 3 g ke

1Y m & Dias sl 1 s e Lmay g T ot 85 B el i )

Jalazon refuges camp in 1949 (photo: UNRWA)
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o Palestinian family in alWalajeh

living in a makeshift tent after their

home was demoished TAsne Pagq

- Badil
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Ein Jwaiza, part of new al-Walajeh facing
imminent expulsion. Most of the homes
in this photo have been demolished
# least once. Background: the hil on
which the old village of al- Walajeh stood
before 1948 (© Bads)
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Threatened Villages of the
West Bank

In the occupiod West Bank, the demoition of Palostinian homes and the

segregation of thelr mmm: by Israel's Wall and pesmit regime,

Incducs the the

of their land for Jewish colonutur\ Batweon 1967 and 2006, lsrael

demolished over 18,000 houses in the OPT. By 2008, 81 Pakstinian
with 263,200 ware at risk of forced

dsplacament.
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Al-Walajeh since 1967
After larsel cccupied the West Bank in 1967, including the new al-
Walsjeh, it became almost impossibie 1o obtain building permits for
the vilage. Homes built afer 1967 without permits were now subject
to laraeli ge. leraok g surveyors who
lands 1967, Juweiza
neighborhood of new al-Walajeh for snnexation to Israel. For more than
14 yoars, these residents with West Bank identity wdﬂ had no idea
that they were living within the
since the Israel municipality had provided no new uhods utllites, or
services 1o the growing population.

Israeli municipal authorities have asked Ein Juweizs residents, who
comprise sbout half of al-Walajeh’s population, 1o sign a document
recognizing that their homes & in East Jerusalem, and that they, as
holders of West Bank IDs, are residing there illegaly. Moreover, lsraeli
soldlers commonly arrest and fine s-Walajeh residents while in their
homes for “entering™ Jerusalem without proper documentation,

In 2004, Israeli city officials a new plan to Givat
Yael, a settlement planned 1o house more than 55,000 Jewish residents
on the lands of al-Walayjeh and nearby Palestinian communities. In
additon to the 49,000 dunums taken from the villagers in 1948, an
additional 7,000 dunums have been confiscated for the settlements of
Gilo and Har Gilo; 1,000 dunums have been confiscated for lraeli by-
pass roads; and approximately 4,000 dunums have been confiscated
for the Wall and settiement expansion. The houses on the remaining
3.000 durums of Walajeh are under constant threat of demoltion.
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The Wall and its
Regime

Israel's wall carves through the occupled West Bank
encircling villages and dividing and isolating its
communities. The wall itself is & massive 700km metwork
of 8m high @ blocks and towers,
and 100m wide barriers composed of barbed wire,
military patrol roads, ditches, survelllance cameras and
electified fencing, Together with the settlaments, by-
pass roads, and :hodloom: that make up tm sraali
closuroregime, If of the
made Inaccessible to Palstinians, This de facto allows
for the confiscation of these areas and the powential
of of families
caged within the reservations, In 2004, the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) declared that Israel was legally
obligad to “dismantle” the structure and that members
of the i ional have an
not 10 recognize the egal situation resulting from
the construction of tha wall and not to render aid or
n the created by such
construction.™ Despite lh- ICJ ruling, Isroel persists
In comtinuing with construction, and the International
community has not taken any effactive stops to make
it comply.
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Children of Shu'fat refugee camp in Jerusalem looking at
the Israell Wall and Pisgat Amr Settemant © Anne Paq
~ Badil
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Gaza Strip

The Gaza Strip is a small pioce of land 48 km in length, and 6 t912 km in width on Palestine’s south wostem coast Created from the
lines that the Egyptian military held after the 1948 War, the Strip became refuge o residents of hundreds of villages and cities on
Palestine's central. southern and cosstal reglons during snd after the Nakba. In 1967 Israel occupied the Gaza s¥rip and has lhea
Mnloﬁmmeommmnmeoﬂnllhmhmwlhnﬁ.hnn ian rights to self-

retum, and =i denying its any form of citizenahip.

Today 1.5 milion Palestinians reside in Gaza, Mkmo'm-tmwm Mmldw-rﬁummummht
UNRWA administered camps, maore than one third of all This makes Gaza one
of the most densely populsted places in the world, and highly dependent upon extemal aid - lhﬁulu.doommmly uses whie
mimm complete control over Gaza's air, land and sea, restricting movement of persons, food, machinery, medicine and fuels.

Gaza's are rofugees multiple times over — the victim of successive lsraeli miltary campaigns
and massacres in 1956, 1967, 1970-72, 1387 and 20002005
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Operation Cast Lead

After two years of a crippling siege on the enire Gaza strip, the most recent lsraeli onslaught “Operation Cast Lead™ from 27
December 2008 to 18 January resulted In 1,440 deaths, more than 5,000 injured, and destruction to more than 14, 000 homes. Over
half a million Palestinians were forced to flee their homes at some time during the lsraes - aboid faced of the
protection gap that exits for Palestinian refugees and its devastating conseguences.

Spuall palo,)l Addes

A Jg N S TV (g s ! gl 3 i) IR e g S Syt s s 4 i pg SV ¥ G FHNN feaan| n e
At Ly N ety S M1+ Ly 8T kS R WM YL htndd 011 o DD ety V0 gt At dpdaal) Saglhld 7114 DS9S VA e g
Akanl! nk 4L g e [y 7| S hotaeatd i goke

BADIL Resource Center 0 edawldal 38,0/ Jaa
for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights i Mg A lo1gd) Gy—d jolual




Right of Return

All fugoes have a right o mturn and
repossess thair homas, lands and properties,
in addition to baing entitled to compensation.
In Docermber 1948, the UN General Assembly
adopted Resolution 194(I) affiming the
right of the Palestinian rafugess to return to
thoir homes. Almost twenty yoars lator, the
Securty Council adopted Resolution 237
affirming the night of 1967 refugees 1o return
to their homaes.

White the right 1o return Is enshrined In

romains largely silont in the face of lsracls
refusal to allow Palestinian refugees to
Implament their nghts. In fact, all Western
countries maintain strong relations with the
Israeli rogime as it continues to exparxd its
systematic polcies of aparthedd, colonlalism
and miftary occupason
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The Campaign for Boycotts,
Divestment and Sanctions
against Israel

n 2008, of civil society historic

and the di: and fuge political

factions, workers, farmers, women's and student unions came together

1o Issue a unified appeal to the workd caling for Boycotts, Divestment

against L i i law. Sinco

then, the movement has grown massively across the globe, with some

of the world's largest trade unlons, most prominent cultural figures, and
thousands of activists joining the campaign.

at the Turin Bookfair
call for a cultural boycott of
lsrael Maly 2008 (photo courtesy
of Mjriam Abu Samea)
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Unified Palestinian Civil Society Call for Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions

9 July 2005

We, representatives of Palestinian civil society, call upon International civil soclety

ions and people of all over the world to impose broad boycotts and

against Israel similar to those applied to South Africa

in the apartheid era. These non-violent punitive measures should be maintained until

Israel moots its 2 to the people’s right to solf-
and fully with the of law by:

1. Ending its occupation and colonization of all Arab lands and dismantiing the Wall;

2. Recognizing the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of lsrael to full
equality; and

3R il ing and pr ing the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to
their homes and as in UN 924

BDS in Toronto, Canada (photo courtesy of
Coaltion Against lsraeh Aparthokd)
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Al-Walajeh -
A Story of Multiple
Displacement

On 21 Octoter 1848, reaty | the Termes of M-
Waljen,
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The Culture of Return: Keeping Memories and Hopes Alive
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