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51 years after the massive eviction of the Palestinian people by the Zionist
forces, the Palestinian refugee question remains unresolved. Israeli
governments, past and present, have obstructed the return of the Palestin-
ian refugees and maintained exclusive Jewish control of refugee lands and
properties by means of racist laws and policies. As a result, some five
million Palestinian refugees, i.e. some 70% of the Palestinian people, have
been forced to remain in exile. Others have remained in their homeland as
internally displaced persons, deprived of access to their homes and prop-
erties by Israel. Lacking social and political security, Palestinian refugees
continue to demand their right to return home, regain access to their
properties, and receive adequate compensation for material losses and
damages, as well as for the psychological suffering inflicted upon them.

51 years ago, the international community accepted full responsibil-
ity for the implementation of a just solution of the Palestinian refugee
question. UN Resolution 194 (11 December 1948) calls for the Palestin-
ian refugees' right to return to their homes and properties and to receive
adequate compensation. It provided for the establishment of the UN
Conciliation Commission for Palestine (UNCCP), the international body
mandated with the implementation of a just solution for the refugee
question.

In the course of the past five decades, the international community
provided additional and special assistance and protection to Palestinian
refugees via the establishment of the special UN Relief and Works
Agency for Palestinian RefugeesstUNRWA (UN Resolution 302/1949).
The rights of refugees, including Palestinian refugees, are also enshrined
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the Fourth Ge-
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